Stimulating Discovery & Inguiry

TO EACH ITS OWN

OVERVIEW

Students choose similar objects such as fallen branches beneath a redwood tree, and draw and describe them on their page.
Then the class plays 2 matching game, pairing each branch with a skeech. Mo tao branches or leaves are the same. This activity
gets students to observe and record the micro differences that distinpuish similar objects.

Age level: 8 years-adult

Suggested time: 45 min

Location: Chutdoors in a place where you can find sets of similar objects such as leaves under a tree. Can also be played indoors
if you bring, the objects in.

PROCEDURE

Pay this activity when you have easy acoess to a set of similar objeces such as branches below a redwood, leaves under a bay, or
shells at a beach. The more variable the objects, the easier it will be to play. Objects thar are more similar provide a preater chal-
lenge. Instruct each student o document their object on a page using both drawing and writing. Life-size drawings are particu-
larly helpful. Students should highlight irrepularities or imperfections that makes their object unique. When the students have
finished drawing, collect the objects in a hat or a bap, Seat the students in a small dirde or duster them around a picnic table.
Place the journals in the middle; open to the pages with the notes. Then place all the objects in an open pile (make it easy o

see each one).

Mow students can take turns matching objects to the notes by placing the objects on top of the journal illustrations that they
think miost acourately match the sine or shape of thar objere. As you go around the circle, each student can move a new object
to a journal, move an object from one journal to another, switch the objects between two journals, or pass if they feel every-
thing is placed correcdy or if they do not feel they have enouph informarion from the notes to make a move. Onee everyone
feels the objects are placed correctly double check by asking: if everyone sees their owm object on their journal. Use this experi-
ence as a vehide for discussing, the importance of specific and clear ohservations in scienoe and writing, It is important to train
students (and yourself) to see details and o learn ways of recording them. Ask: "what notes or sketches were most hel pful to
distinguish specific objects*

GROUP INSTRUCTIONS

"Lets play a journal matching game. I need everyone to find a piece of a fallen redwood branch that is shorter than the pape of
your journal. See which one catches your cye and pick it up. Here are the rules of our game. When 1 say po, you will only have
eleven minutes to copy details about this branch into your journal. I want you to use both writing and drawing oo record your
ohservations. Seart with a life-size drawing in the middle of the pape. Make sure you have room to put the whole branch on the
page. You mipht try lighdy tracing, the shape of the branch as you start to help you make the drawing the ripht size. Look for
details on the branch that would help people pick out your branch from everyone else’s and write or draw these notes on your
paper. For instance, if you see a dark brown spot on one leaf you can add a note “dark brown spot” and draw a line to show
where it goes on the drawing,. Lictle details are important. When we are done, we will oy to match everyone’s drawing with
their branch. Your poal is to include the clues chat will help your classmates know for sure which branch you drew. What are
some clues that you think would be really helpful in telling one branch from another? Make sure you do not discard or tear up
your branch when you are done. We will need it to complete the activity. Dioes anyone have any questions before we beginZ®

Give times that are specific- eleven minutes feels litthe more urpent than ten minuees becawse it is specific. You are not locked
into times that you give for these or other activities in this guide. If you see that students are enpaged and still observing care-
fully when the time is up, let it run a little more. Observing, drawing, and making notes are the point of the experience. IF
you see that many students are petting fidpety early, you can also cut the time shorter. You can often refocns students by saying
to the group. "Only two minutes, thirty seconds left. In the ime remaining write in details about where you sse odd color
chanpes or add any last eritical details.™
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You can do this activity indoors with specimens
such as feathers, rocks, leaves or insects.

Opening the World Through Nature Journaling - Integrating Art,
Science & Language Arts, by John Muir Laws, Emily Breunig,
Emilie Lygren, Celeste Lopez.

2nd edition now available, find at
https://store.cnps.org/products/opening-the-world-through-
nature-journaling-cnps-curriculum , $16
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