
 

 

Lesson Planning Prompts: 5 E’s 
Focus: lesson title 

 

Evaluate 
plans to observe and respond to 

student learning 
Engage 
activities that motivate learning, build connections to meaning and 
previous knowledge  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

response to baseline understanding 
and preparation for learning 

1. What will you say and do to introduce lesson and grab students' 
attention? 

2. What questions will connect topic to student experiences and elicit 
existing knowledge? 

3. How will you transition to exploration? 

Time: estimate time 

1. How could you adjust lesson for 
lesser or greater student 
understanding?  (possible activity 
changes, vocabulary to add or drop) 

Explore 
activities to cooperatively explore ideas and skills  

response to progress in exploring and 
constructing ideas and skills 

1. What activity instructions and demonstrations will you give students? 

2. What will you tell students about material distribution? 

3. What will you do during activities to encourage student work? 

4. What will you tell students to prompt clean-up and transition to 
discussion?  

Time: estimate time 

1. What do you hope to see during 
activity? 
 
2. If needed, what questions might help 
focus attention, improve observation, 
and prompt exploration and 
reasoning? (ie. Have you noticed …?  
How would you describe …?  What 
happens if?  Can you find a way to 
determine..?   What do you think might 
cause that?) 

Explain 
student discussion and teacher-stimulated clarification of ideas, 
terminology, process, skills  

response to ability to explain experiences 
and conclusions and to demonstrate skills  

1. How will you organize student discussion of observations, possible 
explanations, and reasoning so everyone participates?  

2. What prompts might help foster sharing and support critical listening 
and thinking? (ie. What did you notice about …?  What do you already know 
about …?  What are some different approaches to...?   What else might cause 
...?  What evidence supports that idea?) 

3. What big observations and conclusions might arise from student 
discussion?   

4. How will you summarize the expected student exploration discussion 
and provide useful vocabulary and definitions in a few sentences?   

Time: estimate time 

1. How will you respond to reluctance 
or too much sharing, or overly critical 
debate?   
 
2. What are some possible 
misconceptions and how could you 
could get group to reason together to 
correct them? 

Elaborate 
experiences that apply or extend ideas and skills beyond specific 
activities 

response to ability to apply and 
connect ideas and skills to new 
situations 

1. How will you provide an opportunity to apply or recognize concept or 
skill in another situation? 

2. How will you reinforce vocabulary and encourage critical thinking? 

3. How will you connect back to previous understanding and help students 
see development of knowledge? 

Time: estimate time 

1.  How will this activity help you see 
outcomes of your lesson?  
 
2. How can you help students who are 
having trouble applying ideas or skills? 


