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This Issue: CRS Offers New Tools and Resources!/’

CRS Website Has New
Look—and New Features!'

We have a new website!. If you haven’t checked it out lately,
it’s worth taking a look at www.CRScience.org. The website
is organized to address the needs and interests of different peo-
ple in our community of educators: teachers, scientists, infor-
mal educators, administrators, parents, and community—as
well as our members!

Teachers — press the
orange teacher tab at the
top of the page and you
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other science resource agencies in the Bay Area. Take a look
to get ideas about how CRS research can help you.

Districts and Administrators — Use the purple tab to find out
about our series of professional development workshops for
your school. We will work with you to find a workshop focus
that will help your faculty develop their science planning
skills. Do you want your staff working together on a particu-
lar strand of the science standards? Do they want assistance
integrating science
into their daily lesson
plans? Maybe your
staff is ready to take

practical support for grear science teaching

. CRS Home
will find resources for

bringing science to your
classroom. On the
“planning tools” page
you will have access to
templates and work-
sheets we use in our
professional develop-
ment workshops. You
will also find pages de-
signed with selected web
links for Life Science
and Physical Science
websites all organized

£

education opportunities in our cotmurity.

+ Teachers
+ Scientists

Children's curiosity is a natural springboard to Jearning!

Corrmunity Resources for Science (CRS) helps elementary teachers use science resources to give all
kids access to great hands-on learning experiences. At the same time, we work to build the science

Find out how CRS helps connect:

For Districts & | For Parents and
Admini c =

a close look at sci-
ence assessment in
the classroom to bet-
ter understand what
students are learning.
Check out the web-
site or contact CRS
for details.

Parents and
Community — We
want to help link
teachers with the
science resources in

+ Informal Educators
+ Adminisirators
+ Parents & Comrmunity

Join CRS Today!

CRS provides serwices to teachers thanles to many generous supporters, and many individual donors.

by grade level to reflect

the California State Science Standards. Sign up for member-
ship online. Check out the resource calendar for information
on professional development workshops, grant deadlines and
new science exhibits coming to local museums.

Scientists — the green tab at the top is your entry to informa-
tion about our popular Community in the Classroom scientist
volunteer program. Refer your friends to this section for gen-
eral information on how to become a scientist role model in
Alameda County Elementary Schools. Find out the dates of
upcoming volunteer orientations. With your help we are hop-
ing to add new features in the coming months like complete
lesson plans, your tips for successful classroom visits, and
more.

Education Programs — The blue tab links to pages designed
for our friends in informal science education. We have done a
number of research and evaluation projects for museums and

our community—
including parents! On these pages accessed by the yellow tab,
you can learn about supporting science education in your local
elementary school and donate to CRS in order to help us bring
our services for teachers.

Please give us your ideas for improving our website by
emailing teach@crscience.org

Inside
CHECKIT OUT! Volunteers
Sign up for or renew Be CuRiouS
your membership—or
make a contribution to | Workshops

CRS—on our website

using PayPal! Donor Thanks
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NewVolunteer Project! Scientist Teacher Partnerships

“I think I want to be like you guys maybe when I grow up.
Thank you very much!’ (3rd grader)

“I have a rewarding sense of accomplishment after observ-
ing the students learn over an extended period of time..”
(volunteer)

“Phystical science came alive with real-life scientists and
hands-on centers. I'm definitely a better teacher as a result
of this project.” (classroom teacher)

These are just a few of the responses to the Scientist Teacher
Partnership project piloted at Cragmont Elementary School in
Berkeley this school year. This new variation on our popular
Community in the Classroom scientist volunteer program cre-
ates teams of scientists and teachers to develop and co-teach a
unit. With funding from the Camille and Henry Dreyfus Foun-
dation, our pilot paired graduate students from the UC-Berkeley
Chemistry Department with the teaching teams at first, third,
and fifth grades at Cragmont. Each grade level group worked
together to choose a content focus within the physical science
strand of the CA Standards, and then landed on their own for-
mat and schedule for working together.

The first grade team led activities with solids, liquids, and
gases. The third grade team designed experiential stations for
a range of activities exploring changes of state. The fifth
grade team created hands-on lessons exploring the complexi-
ties of the Periodic Table of Elements. The volunteer teams
visited each class at their grade level two or three times, and
the teachers structured the volunteer visits within a larger land-
scape of activities, reading, writing, and projects.

The process was rewarding for everyone. Although it involved
a significant investment of planning time, teachers and volun-
teers enjoyed vibrant exchanges around content and teaching
techniques, and many of the activities can be replicated by the
teachers next year.

We’re looking forward to refining this project with more vol-
unteers and teachers in school year 2006-07!

Interested in volunteering with CIC or the Scientist Teacher
Partnership project? Contact CRS for more information or to

find out how to apply.

Be CuRious: Finding Science Activities on the Web
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mathematics.

But don’t stop there! Doing your own
searches can be really exciting, and there
are terrific “meta-sites” that can get you
headed in the right direction.

Looking for a huge catalog of science re-
sources? The National Science Digital
Library, http://nsdl.org, is a huge, free,
online library for education and research in
science, technology, engineering, and

More focused on teachers, Marco Polo,
http://www.marcopolo-education.

http://www.kids.gov/k science.htm
Also check out FirstGov en Espaiiol:
http://firstgov.gov/Espanol/Topics/Nino
s.shtml

Want to find just plain cool science
stuff? No better place that the Explora-
torium’s "Ten Cool Sites"
http://www.exploratorium.edu/learning_
studio/sciencesites.html with

lots more than 10 links to fascinating
and unusual websites, sorted into many
science categories.

Why not go on a surfing vacation this
summer—using the Internet!

Your first stop might be CRS’s Teacher
Planning Tools page at
http://www.crscience.org/teacher/tools.
html. We’ve done research to select

and students.

org/index.aspx, is a searchable index of
standards-based Internet content and pro-
fessional development for K-12 teachers

The Internet4Classrooms website,
http://www.internet4classrooms.com,

If you’re interested in on-line profes-
sional development, the Annen-
berg/CPB Teachers' Lab at
http://www.learner.org offers

"A place for teachers to explore new
ideas in learning." This huge resource

websites that support grade level sci-
ence standards by strand. These selec-
tions can give you a great starting place
for finding websites with teacher back-
ground, printable classroom activities,
and places kids can do research or ac-
tivities on-line on their own.

engines, and more.

science content:

is dedicated to helping teachers use the
Internet and, in addition to lesson plan lists
and links, it has free, self-paced tutorials
on how to use common software, search

FirstGov for Kids provides lots of links to
government sites with interesting kids’

includes video workshops on science
content and pedagogy, including free,
downloadable video on demand.

Members—don’t forget you can call
CRS any time to request a website re-
port that supports your classroom
teaching plans!
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New Workshop! Teaching Science with Inquiry

Teachers investigate the properties of spin-
ning tops at a pilot Inquiry Workshop.

CRS has developed a new workshop
series that will be offered to interested
schools in 2006-07 on how to use
inquiry to teach science. The Inquiry
Workshops were developed with the
assistance of Susan Bellone and
Sherry Johnson, teacher leaders for
science professional development in
Castro Valley Unified School District
and piloted at Berkwood Hedge

School in Berkeley. We’re thrilled that
these two wonderful teachers will be
helping us deliver this new workshop next
year.

The goal of Teaching Science with In-
quiry is to provide easily accessible, prac-
tical assistance in how to blend inquiry
into science lessons to stimulate active
learning. Teachers do their own inquiry
activities and learn classroom strategies
and approaches to guiding students to
develop and test questions that fit grade-
level teaching goals and standards.

Many of the experiences and materials
used in the workshop were drawn from
the week-long Institute for Inquiry offered
by the Exploratorium, and combined with
CRS teaching tools and resources.

The series is offered as three, 2-hour
workshops on school sites for whole fac-
ulty groups or as a full-day workshop.

The workshop gives teachers an overview

of different methods for teaching sci-
ence, hands-on experience with an in-
quiry investigation, and pulls out the
specific techniques that teachers use to
stimulate scientific exploration. The
workshop also helps teachers under-
stand how to use inquiry investigations
to meet the different grade-level re-
quirements of the Investigation and Ex-
perimentation Strand of the California
State Science Standards.

A participating teacher commented:

“The workshops were a time to reflect
on my teaching practice with colleagues
and plan lessons/units applying the
standards with inquiry-based les-
sons/goals.”

Contact CRS if you re interested in
more information about any of our
workshops and we’ll send you our new
brochure!

Thanks to our

Donorxs — School Year (September—June) 2005-06

Foundation & Corporate Donors

S. D. Bechtel, Jr. Foundation

Berkeley Public Education Foundation
Lowell Berry Foundation

Cisco Systems Foundation

Dreyer’s Grand Ice Cream Foundation
Camille and Henry Dreyfus Foundation
Clarence Heller Foundation

Oracle Corporation

The San Francisco Foundation
Stopwaste.org

Washington Mutual Foundation

Wayne and Gladys Valley Foundation
Wells Fargo Foundation

Leader’s Circle $1,000+

Nancy Blachman and David desJardins
Clif Bar

Alba Witkin

Sustainer 3500 - $999
Henderson/Nold Family
Burton and Myra Wise

Sponsor 3250 - $499
Gigi Coe and Mike Garland

Danny

Josh Gutwill

Rachel and Jonah Jackon

Elna Norman

Phyllis Pei

Janet Petitpas and John Penny
Michael Ranney and Shelley Million
Ben and Ann Marie Sanders

Gerry Thur

Supporter $100 - $249
Marcia Beck

Robert and Wendy Bergman
Kate Godfrey

Susan Kegley

Alex Madonik

Kathy McLean

Greg and Ruth Morris
Arthur Robinson

Andrew Sessler

Friend $25 - $99
Anonymous

Byron and Kay Brown
Diane Carnahan

Joe and Elizabeth Eto
Howdy Goudey

Rudy Glauser

Jon Koomey

Mimi and Les Kramer
Sandra Laursen

Ginny Layton

James Liebman

The Lims

Nancy Morton
Rosemarie Petitpas
Steve and Sue Petitpas
Gordon Shaw

Kirk Smith and Joan Diamond

Joan D. Teller and Samuel H. Teller
Sally West and Peter Compton
David Wight

Deb and Jeff Yoder

)

Your Contributions Say Thanks to
Teachers

Making a contribution to CRS is a way
of providing direct support to teachers
for science professional development.
You can use our pledge form to ac-
knowledge a special teacher, or inquire
with CRS about how to give a gift mem-
bership to your favorite teacher!
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CRS Staff Update

CRS Staff and
Board

We are delighted to welcome Cecille
Harris to the CRS staff as our new Pro-
gram Coordinator. Cecille comes to us
with a wealth of experience in elemen-
tary schools and teacher professional
development programs across the coun-
try. She’s looking forward to getting to
know all our members and volunteers as
she helps with workshops, trainings, and
requests.

We’re also happy to report that we’re
not losing Corinn completely—she will
stay connected through our new
“virtual” office to help make sure the

project, and along the way helped enor-
mously with organizing the project’s
communications and record-keeping
systems. CompuMentor volunteer Ann
Knepper provided a huge service in
some much-needed redesign work on
the Resource Database.

Finally, we’ve been so pleased to work
more closely with master teachers
Sherry Johnson and Susie Bellone, who
have offered their expertise in work-
shop design and helped us refine our
work this year.

resource database stays up to date in
order to fulfill your requests for pro-
gram and materials information.

This school year we’ve benefited enor-
mously from two magnificent volun-
teers: Katherine Langer worked with
Corinn on doing photo documentation
of the Community in the Classroom

The mission of CRS is to build a commu-
nity of educators dedicated to getting
kids excited about learning through sci-
ence. This community includes YOU!
Whether you’re a teacher, a scientist, a
parent, or an informal educator, let us
help you connect with elementary stu-
dents, schools, or science programs to
support great science teaching.

Sta

Anne Jennings & Nicki Norman,
Co-Directors

Cecille Harris, Program Coordinator

Corinn Brown, Database Content
Manager

Susan Bellone, Denise Davila, and
Sherry Johsnon, Adjunct Educators

Nancy Morton, Accountant

Board

Susan Henderson, President
Joshua Gutwill, Vice President
Janet Petitpas, Treasurer

Anne Jennings

Nicki Norman

Michael Ranney

Ben Sanders

Claire Schooley

1375 Ada Street, Berkeley, CA 94702
(510) 654-6433 www.crscience.org




