
Sample Materials
4th Grade Life Science - Environments

Audio Tape/CD

Amazon.com

Make sure to buy the audio cassette edition. by Melissa Caudle, Brad Caudle. Gr 3-6-Through 
songs, this program teaches facts about coral reefs, creatures and fish of coral reefs, sharks, 
rays, whales, dolphins, the names and location of the oceans.

http://www.amazon.com/Oceans-Book-Rock-N-Learn/dp/1878489755/ref=sr_1_cc_1?s=aps&ie=U

Oceans with Book

ISBN: 978-1878489753

$180-200

Classroom Books

Amazon.com

By Adam Hibbert. A Freshwater Pond describes the plants, animals and insects that live in a pond 
and how they adapt to its changing conditions in dry summers and icy winters. Insects, 
amphibians, reptiles and animals are featured along with plants ranging from single-celled algae 
to bug-eating plants.

http://www.amazon.com/A-Freshwater-Pond-Small-Worlds/dp/0778701336/ref=sr_1_6?ie=UTF8&q

A Freshwater Pond

ISBN: 0778701476

$8-9

Amazon.com

By M. Wallace. Prickly Pear, needlegrass, deer mouse, roadrunner. Where can you find these 
fascinating plants and animals? In the vast ecosystem of North America's prairies and grasslands! 
In this guide you will learn about these huge, open areas and unique habitats. Find out how plants 
survive after wild prairie fires. Learn where to find water sources and when best to view the 
animals in these habitats. Identify the many different plants and animals in colorful illustrations. 
Each prairie or grassland region-Tallgrass Prairie, Mixed Grass Prairie, Shortgrass Prairie, 
Palouse Prairie, California Valley Grassland, and Semidesert Grassland-features full-color 
illustrations which helps you identify plants and animals.

http://www.amazon.com

America's Prairies

ISBN: 1555919928

$15-20

Amazon.com
http://www.amazon.com/Ancient-Ones-World-Old-Growth-Douglas/dp/1578050812/ref=sr_1_1?s=

Ancient Ones: The World of the Old-Growth Douglas Fir

ASIN: 1578050812

$6-7

112/2/2014 Price range is an estimate.  Vendors are independent and can change prices at any time.



by Barbara Bash. Gr. 3-6. In the Pacific Northwest, a Douglas fir seedling reaches skyward, 
growing to 300 feet and living, perhaps, for five centuries. In Bash's stunning new book, the 
complex life of these trees becomes an ecology lesson wrapped in a miracle of natural wonder. 
Every part of the tree, at every stage of development, harbors life with no waste. An intricate 
balance exists among the birds, animals, insects, and plants that find a home there. Fallen trees 
in streams not only clean the water, but also host additional plants and animals. And so the cycle 
continues, one living thing creating an opportunity for another--until a forest fire ensures the 
completion of the cycle. The boxed calligraphic text describes these invaluable forest assets, now 
greatly diminished and threatened. Bash's lush paintings draw the reader right into the forest. 
Precise, and elegant in rich greens and browns, the paintings capture flora and fauna with 
reverence.

Amazon.com

by Jay Williams and Raymond Abraskin; Illustrated by Paul Sagsoorian. Danny and his friends 
bring evidence to a town meeting that waste from a local factory is polluting the local stream.  A 
discussion of watersheds, watersheds, water tables and the way the pollution moved through the 
system of streams (on page 85) relates well to Session 6 and 7 in the GEMS River Cutters 
teacher guide.

Available at Alameda 
Co library call # J 
fiction Williams 
Berkeley Public 
Library Call # Fiction 
Williams, J Oakland 
Public Library Call # 
Juvenile Fiction 
Williams

http://www.amazon.com

Danny Dunn and the Universal Glue

ASIN 007070550X

$10-15

Amazon.com

by Lynne Cherry, This book tells the story of what happens when the rain forest is destroyed. 
Animals living in the kapok tree whisper the importance of the rain forest ecosystem in the ears of 
a sleeping tree cutter. Watercolor illustrations accompany the text.

http://www.amazon.com/Great-Kapok-Tree-Amazon-Forest/dp/0152026142/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&

Great Kapok Tree: A Tale of the Amazon Rain Forest

ISBN: 015200520X

$10-15

Amazon.com

by Paul Fleischman, This collection of poems about insects is written for two voices. The poems 
provide information on the behaviors and characteristics of 14 different insects, including honey 
bees, grasshoppers, fireflies, and the chrysalis stage of butterflies. Whimsical pencil drawings 
illustrate each poem.

http://www.amazon.com/Joyful-Noise-Poems-Two-Voices/dp/0064460932/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie

Joyful Noise: Poems for Two Voices

ISBN: 0064460932

$5-6

Amazon.com

by Bill Martin, Jr., and John Archambault, Each time Grandfather tells his blind grandson a story 
about the boy's birth and his accomplishments, Grandfather adds a knot on a counting rope. The 
little boy learns to have no fear of the darkness and to see with his heart and know that his 
grandfather will love him forever. The text underscores the power of storytelling. This story can be 
read aloud by two voices, and could be used to introduce a unit on Native Americans or the desert 
ecosystem.

http://www.amazon.com/Knots-Counting-Reading-Rainbow-Books/dp/0805054790/ref=sr_1_1?s=b

Knots on a Counting Rope

ISBN: 0805054790

$6-7

Acorn Naturalists
http://www.acornnaturalists.com/store/LEAPFROGGING-THROUGH-WETLANDS-P372C0.aspx

Leapfrogging Through Wetlands

WATER-6269.

$7-8

212/2/2014 Price range is an estimate.  Vendors are independent and can change prices at any time.



By Anderson, Field, and Stephenson. NEW. Bright illustrations grace this new wetlands activity 
book. Children ages 6-12 discover the world of sedges, rushes, ducks, and frogs by becoming 
wetland detectives, traveling through a wetland maze or with migrating waterfowl. Includes fun 
sheet of wetland stickers. #

Amazon.com

These titles are rich in illustrations, ranging from photographs to maps and drawings. The design 
is attractive and the clearly presented information does not bombard readers with too many 
details. In each volume, carefully organized chapters explore the wildlife, plant life, and/or people 
who inhabit the featured environments. Two chapters in each volume explore the issues of 
pollution and conservation. The final chapter offers a fictional story based on an aboriginal myth 
accompanied by fanciful artwork. Boxed inserts offer Did you know?" facts. Useful introductions to 
the study of ecology."

http://www.amazon.com

Los Oceanos (La Vida En... (Oceans))

ISBM: 1587289717

$6-7

Amazon.com

by Diane Siebert; illustrated by Wendell Minor
Siebert's words do an excellent job at describing the ecology of the Mojave from the desert's point 
of view. The young reader will meet the landscapes, the rocks, the animals, the plants, the 
weather and the sounds of the desert. A suggested reading for the GEMS River Cutters unit.

Alameda Co. Library 
Call # J811.54 
SIEBERThttp://www.amazon.com/Mojave-Diane-Siebert/dp/0690045670/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid

Mojave

ISBN 0690045670

$0-1

Amazon.com

by George, Jean Craighead, This book is an illustrated story about Amaroq, brother to Julie of the 
Wolves. He raises a wolf pup but must return the pup to its family when it is grown. In the end, 
however, the pup returns to join the human family of Amaroq and Julie. The illustrations depict the 
Artic world.

http://www.amazon.com/Nutik-Wolf-Jean-Craighead-George/dp/0060281650/ref=sr_1_1?s=books

Nutik, the Wolf Pup

ISBN: 0060281642

$15-20

Amazon.com

by Kurt Cyrus, This collection of poems depict the web of life at ground-level in a vegetable 
garden. The poems highlight the activities of the insects and animals that live there. The strong 
artwork is clever and enriches the whimsical text that develops the concepts of biodiversity and 
interdependence.

http://www.amazon.com/Oddhopper-Opera-Bugs-Garden-Verses/dp/0152022058/ref=sr_1_1?s=bo

Oddhopper Opera: A Bug's Garden of Verses

ISBN: 0152022058

$7-8

Acorn Naturalists

Children ages 6-10 will enjoy this engaging book based on the biological study of quadrants 
(taking a given measured area and describing all of the plants, animals and interactions 
observed). Learn how to build an underwater observation viewer, study microscopic aquatic life, 
document seasonal changes, and even create your own pond.

http://www.acornnaturalists.com/store/POND-One-Small-Square-Series-P383C0.aspx

One Small Square: Pond

#WATER- 4114.

$9-10

312/2/2014 Price range is an estimate.  Vendors are independent and can change prices at any time.



Amazon.com

By Collard, Sneed B.; Needham, James M. (illustrator). The magic of the underwater world comes 
alive in this pleasant children's book. The illustrations help to take the reader through the many 
different ecosystems that constitute Earth's "wet world." From streams and rivers through 
marshes to the shore, each ecosystem is carefully described in clear terms that can be 
understood and appreciated by children ages 5 to 9. Worth noting is the excellent glossary, 
unusual in a children's book but quite useful her

http://www.amazon.com/Our-Wet-World-Sneed-Collard/dp/0881062685/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=U

Our Wet World

ISBN0881062685

$6-7

The Watershed Project

Download off of website.  Buckeye, Coyote Brush, Lupine.....These are just a few of California's 
most common native plants. Use this guide to find out more about these amazing species. And 
now you can identify the most invasive species that threaten their existence.

http://www.thewatershedproject.org

Plant Profiles: Free Guide to Common Bay Area Native Plants FREE

Acorn Naturalists

POND AND STREAM SAFARI, A Guide to the Ecology of Aquatic Invertebrates. Edelstein. 
REVISED EDITION. Perfect field guide for use with students ages 8-13. Includes project manual, 
reference guide, species identification cards, worksheets, and a checklist for recording data, all in 
a reusable folder. Students can use this guide to locate and study crayfish, fierce-looking 
dragonfly nymphs, water bugs, whirligig beetles, diving beetles, mayfly nymphs, caddisfly larvae, 
and more. #WTR-5117.

http://www.acornnaturalists.com/store/POND-AND-STREAM-SAFARI-A-Guide-to-the-Ecology-of-A

Pond and Stream Safari, A Guide to the Ecology of Aquatic Invertebrates.

#WTR-5117.

$15-20

Amazon.com

by Eve Bunting, A young boy discovers a secret place in the city where a river flows and is hidden 
between two concrete walls. He decides to keep this place a secret because it attracts a variety of 
wild animals who come to nest and drink. The poetic text is complemented by lush paintings that 
contrast the gray city with the wild creatures. California author.

http://www.amazon.com/Secret-Place-Eve-Bunting/dp/0395643678/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=140

Secret Place

ISBN: 0395643678

$5-6

Amazon.com

by Diane Siebert; illustrated by Wendell Minor
Long narrative Poem in the voice of a mountain in the Sierra Nevada.  It begins with the lines:
I am the mountain
tall and grand
and like a sentinel I stand.
Dynamic verse and glorious mural-like colored illustrations depict the forces shaping the earth as 
well that the plant, animal and human roles in the ecosystem. A suggested reading for the GEMS 
River Cutters unit.

Alameda Co. Library 
Call # JPB SIEBERT 
Berkeley Public 
Library Call # 8110Si 
15s Oakland Public 
Library Call # juvenile 
811.54 SIEBERT

http://www.amazon.com/Sierra-Trophy-Picture-Books-Siebert/dp/0064434419/ref=sr_1_2?s=books

Sierra

ISBN 0064434419

$7-8

412/2/2014 Price range is an estimate.  Vendors are independent and can change prices at any time.



Amazon.com

by Kathleen Carroll. Sing A Song Of Science presents sixteen topics showcased in songs, raps, 
stories, and visualizations in the format of a 64-page activity manual and a 35-minute audiotape 
designed for use with elementary school grades K-6. Important subjects as matter and energy, 
weather, how the human body works, the story of George Washington Carver, tropical rain 
forests, etc. are presented with an easy-to-read overviews and combines an innovative approach 
with traditional methods of teaching to reinforce fundamental science facts. Each topic includes 
two sets of activities enabling students to construct their own understanding with hands-on 
kinesthetic discover activities. The students further expand their learning with activities to reinforce 
the vocabulary and concepts learned in the songs.

http://www.amazon.com/Sing-Song-Science-Kathleen-Carroll/dp/156976090X/ref=sr_1_2?s=books

Sing A Song of Science

ISBN: 156976090X

$15-20

Amazon.com

by Sarah Stewart, David Small.  A series of letters relating what happens when, after her father 
loses his job, Lydia Grace goes to live with her Uncle Jim in the city but takes her love for 
gardening with her.

http://www.amazon.com/Plantzilla-Jerdine-Nolen/dp/0152053921/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&q

The Gardener

ISBN: 0374325170

$10-15

Amazon.com

by Jeannie Baker, When a friend helps him retrieve the fishing trap he lost while trying to fish just 
off the coast of eastern Tasmania, Ben comes to see the Giant Kelp forest where he lost his 
fishing trap in a new light. The collage artwork combines pressed seaweed, sponges, and sand. 
An author's notes gives information about kelp forests including how they grow and their habitat.

http://www.amazon.com/Hidden-Forest-Jeannie-Baker/dp/0744578760/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=U

The Hidden Forest

ASIN: 0688157602

$6-7

Amazon.com

by Jean C. George. Sixth-Grader Liza K and her mother live in a tent in the Florida Everglades.  
She becomes a nature detective while searching for Dajun, a giant alligator who plays a part in a 
waterhole's oxygen-algae cycle, and is marked for extinction by local officials.  The book is full of 
detail about the local habitats and species and the forces that impact on them.  "Look how Mother 
Nature's plan for the Everglades has been tortured and diverted…the Everglades, which is really 
a slow river, is so r

Alameda Co. Library 
Call # J Fiction 
GEORGE Berkeley 
Public Library Call # 
Fiction George, J 
Oakland Public 
Library Call # Juvenile 
Fiction GEORGE

http://www.amazon.com/Missing-MISSING-Craighead-Mar-19-93-Paperback/dp/B007SKBPUE/ref

The Missing 'Gator of Gumbo Limbo: An Ecological Mystery

ISBN 006440434X

$2-3

Amazon.com

The Sespe Wild" is an anthology of reflections on life and life issues in the Sespe river. Each 
chapter focuses on an animal that lives or used to live around the Sespe. There are also chapters 
talking about attempted dams, oil drilling, and rock art left by the Chumash Indians. The book can 
be read in installments, or, if you have the time, in one sitting.

http://www.amazon.com

The Sespe Wild: Southern California's Last Free River $15-20

512/2/2014 Price range is an estimate.  Vendors are independent and can change prices at any time.



Amazon.com

by Vera B. Williams. Mom, Aunt Rose, and two children on a three-day camping trip by canoe, 
encounter currents, wild winds, a rainbow, a moose and more. A suggested reading for the GEMS 
River Cutters unit.

Alameda Co. Library 
Call # J Fiction 
WILLIAMS Berkeley 
Public Library Call # 
P. Williams, V 
Oakland Public 
Library Call # Juvenile 
Fiction Williams

http://www.amazon.com/Three-River-Canoe-Reading-Rainbow/dp/0688040721/ref=sr_1_1?s=boo

Three Days on a River in a Red Canoe

ISBN 0688040721

$6-7

Amazon.com

by Paul Fleischman, Nonconformist Wesley establishes a new civilization in his backyard as a 
summer project. Seeds carried by a mysterious wind grow into a thriving staple crop that he uses 
for food, drink, shelter, clothing, and other inventions. Neighborhood tormentors become curious 
and are drawn into his new civilization. The book is illustrated with brilliant acrylic paintings using 
tropical themes and colors.

http://www.amazon.com/Weslandia-Paul-Fleischman/dp/0763610526/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UT

Weslandia

ISBN: 0763610526

$5-6

Amazon.com

By P. Lauber and D. McCampbell, H. Keller (Illustrator). This text explains why every link in a food 
chain is important, as each living thing depends on others for survival. Available at 
amazon.com.uk.

http://www.amazon.com

Who Eats What?

ISBN: 0064451305

$4-5

Computer Software

Acorn Naturalists

Grades 4-8. Cal Alive! is a three-disc CD-ROM and activity-filled classroom guide that immerses 
students in the natural sciences by drawing on rich examples from California's diverse 
ecosystems. By presenting today’s complex scientific concepts through accessible onscreen 
animations, Cal Alive! makes these processes come alive. Cal Alive! engages students with 
colorful graphics, spectacular photography, and lively narrations. The three discs and guide can 
be purchased individually. Runs on Mac PowerPC or Windows.

http://www.acornnaturalists.com/store/CAL-ALIVE-Exploring-Biodiversity-Complete-Teacher-Packa

Cal Alive! Exploring Biodiversity

CD-13481

$100-120

Kits & Modules

California Academy of Sciences

Develop student appreciation for one of the world's most fragile ecosystems with this coral reef kit. 
Through an engaging variety of hands-on activities and games, students will learn about coral 
anatomy, sexual and asexual reproduction, coral distribution, and coral's requirements for life.  
Lending Fee: $20 - Loan period: 3 weeks 
Kit Reservations: Advance reservation required.  Call (877) 227-3311

http://www.calacademy.org/teachers/erk.php

Coral Reefs: Science and Conservation $15-20

612/2/2014 Price range is an estimate.  Vendors are independent and can change prices at any time.



Delta Education

Includes 30 pellets, 8 bone sorting and food web posters, 15 bone sorting charts, and teacher's 
guide.

http://www.delta-education.com/

Deluxe Classroom Owl Pellet Kit

110-8338

$90-100

Acorn Naturalists

Useful tool for showing students the effects of runoff in a watershed.  Kit includes plastic mold for 
forming watershed and human-built structures, plaster mix (poured into mold to make watershed) 
set of acrylic paints, brushes, and instructions for putting it all together. Includes basic activities 
which can be modified to suit particular needs. Add small models of animals, cars or people (not 
included) for added effect.  A basic yet effective teaching tool.

http://www.acornnaturalists.com/store/MAKE-YOUR-OWN-WATERSHED-KIT-P342C0.aspx

Make Your Own Watershed Kit

KIT-9210

$40-45

Science Kit & Boreal Labs

Class set of 31. Reinforce your lessons with this simple, fun project that can illustrate a variety of 
science phenomena. Designed by teacher Roger Robison, these ingenious mobiles help students 
learn about the phases of mitosis, the food chain, metamorphosis, ecological relationships, stages 
of development, seasonal appearance changes in animals or plants, phases of matter and more.

http://www.sciencekit.com/

Multiple Montage Mobiles

WW45469-00

$25-30

Acorn Naturalists

Hands-on science curriculum and water quality test kit for grades 4 through 8. Clearly written 
curriculum guide helps students learn the importance and measurement of changes in four 
important water quality parameters: dissolved oxygen, nitrate, pH, and ammonia. Test lakes, 
streams, ponds or aquariums. Kit contains all necessary lecture materials and handouts, practical 
teacher tips, clearly written test procedures, and all necessary reagents and data sheets. Also 
suggests games that reinforce key concepts. Tablets and sample test bags for a class of 40.

http://www.acornnaturalists.com/store/PONDWATER-TOUR-WATER-QUALITY-KIT-P390C0.aspx

Pondwater Tour

TEST-4112

$70-80

Acorn Naturalists

Hands-on science curriculum and water quality test kit for grades 4 through 8. Clearly written 
curriculum guide helps students learn the importance and measurement of changes in four 
important water quality parameters: dissolved oxygen, nitrate, pH, and ammonia. Test lakes, 
streams, ponds or aquariums. Kit contains all necessary lecture materials and handouts, practical 
teacher tips, clearly written test procedures, and all necessary reagents and data sheets. Also 
suggests games that reinforce key concepts. Tablets and sample test bags for a class of 40.

http://www.acornnaturalists.com/store/PONDWATER-TOUR-WATER-QUALITY-KIT-P390C0.aspx

Pondwater Tour

#TEST- 4112.

$70-80

California Academy of Sciences
http://www.calacademy.org/teachers/erk.php

Rainforests of the World $15-20

712/2/2014 Price range is an estimate.  Vendors are independent and can change prices at any time.



Rainforests have more species of plants than any other type of forest in the world. Many everyday 
products such as medicine and food come from these plants. Included in the kit is a collection of 
real rainforest products that will help students understand the importance of tropical rainforests 
and the need for protecting these ecosystems that are so valuable to humans. The kit also 
includes a device that simulates bat echolocation. Imagine the fun your students will have using 
this device to locate food! There are props for an intriguing water cycle role-play activity, a card 
game that will focus student interest on the life cycles of plants, and much, much more! 
Lending Fee: $20 - Loan period: 3 weeks 
Kit Reservations: Advance reservation required.  Call (877) 227-3311

GPN Educational Media

Family Literacy Kit Contents 
1 nylon backpack 
1 30-minute DVD of The Salamander Room
1 feature book - The Salamander Room
1 laminated Family Activity Sheet 
Episode Description:  A young boy finds a salamander and thinks of the many things he can do to 
make a perfect home for it.  Viewers learn that there is more to creating an animal habitat than 
meets the eye as LeVar explores Jungle World, a rain forest environment created at the Bronx 
Zoo in New York, and they learn about scientists who use a treetop raft as a lab to study the rain 
forest ecosystem.

http://shopgpn.com/

Reading Rainbow: The Salamander Room Family Literacy Kit - DVD $60-70

Acorn Naturalists

Acorn Naturalists. Although focusing on Pacific coast tidepools, this kit will provide you with great 
ideas for tidepool explorations anywhere! Search for carnivorous "flowers" (sea anemones), feisty 
shore crabs, octopi and other animals that make the intertidal zone their home. Includes field 
activity cards, three petri dishes, plankton syringe, dip net, pH test paper, magnifier, clear 
observation box, field guide and a reply card for a free Acorn Naturalists certificate of 
achievement.. Ages 6-13. TIDEPOO

http://www.acornnaturalists.com/store/TIDEPOOL-LIFE-SCIENCE-ACTIVITY-KIT-Monterey-to-Ore

Tidepool Life Activity Kit (Monterey to Oregon)

#KIT-06.

$40-45

Acorn Naturalists

Complete kit for students in grades 1-5. Teacher's manual provides guidelines for taking field 
trips, conducting water quality tests and collecting and interpreting data. Includes tests for pH, 
nitrate, phosphate and dissolved oxygen using simple TesTabs.  Includes all necessary tests and 
accessories for up to 30 students.  An excellent way to introduce students to the chemistry of 
watershed protection.

http://www.acornnaturalists.com/store/WATERSHED-FIELD-TRIP-KIT-P341C0.aspx

Watershed Field Trip

KIT-9319

$60-70

Posters/Pictures/Slides

Bat Conservation International

A full color poster illustrated by David Chapman illustrating bats found in the Western forests of 
the United States. Size is 36" x 24".

http://www.batcon.org

Bats of the Western Forest

P-8

$6-7

812/2/2014 Price range is an estimate.  Vendors are independent and can change prices at any time.



Acorn Naturalists

Kit includes two diversity postes: biomes of North America and Window on the Wild. Also contains 
an informative, twelve page educator’s guide.

http://www.acornnaturalists.com/store/BIODIVERSITY-from-Sea-to-Shining-Sea-Poster-P102C0.as

Biodiversity: From Sea to Shining Sea

#PO-5665

$5-6

California Forest Products Commission

several posters that you can downlaod or order for free - Carbon Cycle, Trees of California, Guide 
to Ca Wildlife on Wildlands and Forests, The Forest Cycle, bookmarrkss and more.

http://www.calforests.org/subcategories/available_material.html#

FREE posters on the forest ecosystem FREE

Lawrence Hall of Science

Enjoy breathtaking views of nature with these fabulous slide presentations, each accompanied by 
an easy-to-follow script. These tools will enhance any demonstration or presentation, and are a 
great companion set to our various guides. Format: Each is a 20 slide set packaged in an archival 
plastic jacket with a corresponding script (carousel not included).

lawrencehallofscience.org

Kelp Forest Slide Set (MARE)

MAR100SLIDES

$35-40

The Watershed Project

This laminated “quick-guide” to commonly seen local birds instantly identifies backyard, trail, and 
shore birds. Published by Local Birds, Inc.

http://www.thewatershedproject.org

Local Birds of the San Francisco Bay Area $7-8

The Watershed Project

This laminated “quick-guide” to commonly seen local butterflies also identifies favorite food and 
nectar plants for the garden. Published by Local Birds, Inc.

http://www.thewatershedproject.org

Local Butterflies of the San Francisco Bay Area $7-8

The Watershed Project

This laminated guide provides pictures and typical habitat and food for both good and bad garden 
bugs commonly found in California. Published by The Mountaineers Books.

http://www.thewatershedproject.org

Mac’s Field Guide of Good and Bad Garden Bugs of California $5-6

The Forest Foundation

This poster compares the life cycle of a tree to our own human cycle. The beautiful graphic on this 
poster is surrounded by the explanation of the distinct phases of growth, maturation and decline.

http://www.calforests.org/foundation

The Forest Cycle FREE

912/2/2014 Price range is an estimate.  Vendors are independent and can change prices at any time.



Wright Center for Science Education, Dept. W, Rm. 267 C

Vernal pools are temporary wetlands found throughout the United States. They are isolated, 
generally small, wetlands which fill with rain or snowmelt and gradually disappear through 
evaporation and water uptake by plants. Because they are fish-free and temporary, vernal pools 
have a unique and interesting assemblage of plant and animal life. "Vernal Pool Life" depicts 
some of the animals, both vertebrate and invertebrate, which might be found in a New England 
vernal pool. Many of these organisms, or ones si

http://www.tufts.edu/as/wright_center/

Vernal Pool poster FREE

Specimen

Carolina Biological

Brighten your classroom with this unique and economical mini-water garden.  Students use a 
generous selection of beautiful aquatic plants to create a balanced ecosystem.  Kit includes 
durable 23x15" poly mini-pool, water lily, an assortment of oxygenating and floating plants, snails, 
gravel, and instructions.  Several small goldfish (not included) may be added once the ecosystem 
is established (2-4 weeks). A water garden requires at least 4-6 hours of sunlight each day.

http://www.carolina.com

Create-a-Water Garden

162456

$60-70

Niles Biological

$2.05 each.  Discounts for bulk orders

http://www.nilesbio.com

Owl Pellets, premium quality $2-3

Stickers/Games

Acorn Naturalists

CALIFORNIA BINGO GAME. This colorful bingo game contains 42 illustrated cards with 
information about different features of the Golden State on the back of each card. Includes six 
playing boards along with a generous supply of bingo chips. Different board arrangements for 
“bingo” can also be called out to add variation to the games. Hours of educational fun for ages 
4-9.

http://www.acornnaturalists.com/store/CALIFORNIA-BINGO-GAME-P6498C0.aspx

California Bingo Game

#G-50025.

$10-15

Acorn Naturalists

This 30 card game combines trivia, true/false, and multiple choice questions using a special 
three-numbered dice to promote interactions and communications between players. Easy to hard 
levels keep everyone interested and challenged. Perfect for learning centers or for creative fun at 
home. Hours of aquatic learning for players ages 7 and up.

http://www.acornnaturalists.com/store/FRESHWATER-LIFE-OF-NORTH-AMERICA-CARD-GAME-

Freshwater Life of North America Card Game

#G-13436.

$9-10

1012/2/2014 Price range is an estimate.  Vendors are independent and can change prices at any time.



Acorn Naturalists

Ampersand Press. Colorful cards represent the animals and plants of the forest - each card listing 
what the animal eats and is eaten by. At the end of the game, players count earned energy points. 
For 2-6 players, ages 7 and up.

http://www.acornnaturalists.com/store/INTO-THE-FOREST-Natures-Food-Chain-Game-P693C0.as

Into the Forest: Nature's Food Chain Game

#G-1026.

$15-20

Acorn Naturalists

Ampersand. Deserts cover vast portions of the globe, and yet one finds relatively few books and 
videos on them, and until now, no games. Onto the Desert contains 41 animal and plant cards, 
instructions, fact sheets and a full color 15" x 20" desert habitat poster. Hours of entertainment for 
ability levels ranging from age 8 to adult.

http://www.acornnaturalists.com/store/ONTO-THE-DESERT-A-Game-of-Survival-P639C0.aspx

Onto the Desert: A Game of Survival

#G- 4195.

$15-20

Acorn Naturalists

(FUNDANA BANDANA). Fun way to turn pond explorations into great adventures. This durable, 
20" square, washable scarf is perfect for naturalists, teachers, camp leaders and parents. Hours 
of discovery for ages 6-adult.

http://www.acornnaturalists.com/store/POND-BINGO-SCARF-FUNDANA-BANDANA-P3141C0.asp

Pond Bingo Scarf

#CL-12028.

$7-8

Acorn Naturalists

Ampersand. Based upon the natural food relationships in a forest, the cards in this game 
represent plants and animals found in the temperate North American forests. Animals search out 
their food, or they are eaten by one of the predators. Great for classroom learning centers or 
nature centers. Ideal for 2-6 players, ages 8-adult. Please also see art section of this catalog for a 
complete listing of rubber stamps depicting the animals found in this game. Use as extension 
projects whereby students can create their own food chain scenarios.

http://www.acornnaturalists.com/store/PREDATOR-The-Food-Chain-Game-P4575C0.aspx

Predator - The Food Chain Game.

#G-14349.

$10-15

Teacher Guide/Reference/Curriculum

The Forest Foundation

California features amazingly diverse wildlife populations, but how do animals choose where to 
live? Throughout history, events like fire, landslides, earthquakes, windstorms, volcanic eruptions, 
climate changes and disease have led to dramatic changes in the forest landscape and 
profoundly effected wildlife. For at least 10,000 years, Native Americans have managed the land 
to provide hunting grounds, shelter and grow grasses for basket making.
Online: A Guide To California's Wildlife On Private Forestlands. Downloadable activities and 
lessons for use with Wildlife Book 
Activity Sheet-True Tales 
Activity Sheet-Cafe Menu 
Curriculum Unit-Wildlife Book

http://www.calforests.org/foundation

A Guide to California's Wildlife on Private Forest Lands FREE

1112/2/2014 Price range is an estimate.  Vendors are independent and can change prices at any time.



National Wildlife Federation

An inclusive curriculum for grades K-8 offering more than 60 hours of hands-on, habitat-based 
activities, Access Nature can be enjoyed by all audiences, including students with disabilities. 
Finally, educators can meet the diverse needs of today's classroom with activities that include 
adaptations for students with hearing, learning/cognitive, motor or visual disabilities.

http://www.nwf.org

Access Nature

Item #NWFNL5

$35-40

The Watershed Project

A general introduction to the San Francisco Bay estuary, including its history and various habitats, 
human actions and impacts, and what we can do to protect the estuary and the fish and wildlife 
that depend on it. Published by the San Francisco Estuary Project. $1

http://www.thewatershedproject.org

An Introduction to the Ecology of the San Francisco Estuary $0-1

Acorn Naturalists

Innovative waterproof cards feature 17 of the most common aquatic insects along with fly patterns 
used by flyfishermen to mimic each species. For both students of flyfishing and those interested in 
aquatic life. Cards measure 1-1/4” x 4”, and are bound together with a chain. .

http://www.acornnaturalists.com/store/FLY-FISHING-AQUATIC-INSECTS-IDENTIFICATION-GUID

Aquatic Insects Keychain Identification Guide

#T-11231.

$7-8

Oakland Museum of California

Fee: $35/Oakland, $40/non-Oakland  Discover how plants and animals are uniquely adapted fore 
survival in California's many natural regions as present in the Natural Sciences Gallery.  Materials 
can be used alone or in conjunction with a museum visit.  Included are 15 color transparencies of 
animals and plants form the galley, background info.  And hands-on activities.  An emphasis on 
feeding adaptations and defensive strategies.

http://www.museumca.org

Exploring California Ecology

CODE C3

$35-40

Lawrence Hall of Science

This guide is designed to nurture curiosity about patterns and interactions in nature, beginning 
with students' immediate environment: the schoolyard and its inhabitants. Students develop 
sampling, mapping, and related math and environmental-writing skills.

lawrencehallofscience.org

GEMS Schoolyard Ecology

0-924886-35-8

$15-20

Lawrence Hall of Science

K-6. Five activities, 92 pages. These life science activities bring the natural world into your 
classroom and deepen children's understanding of and connection to all living things. Students 
investigate soil, design, and populate terrariums, and observe and record changes over time.

lawrencehallofscience.org

GEMS Terrarium Habitats

0-924886-51-X

$10-15

1212/2/2014 Price range is an estimate.  Vendors are independent and can change prices at any time.



Lawrence Hall of Science

68 pgs. A vital part of learning is hands-on and experiential. This guide is designed to lead you 
and your students through educational experiences that will last a lifetime. There are hundreds of 
entrances into the wild world that surrounds us; don’t wait for nature to come to you and your 
students. This guide contains all the information you need to plan an academic field trip, including 
checklists, maps, cost and the programs and facilities available at each site. Detailed descriptions 
of 23 sites describe what to do in the classroom before and what to focus on once you get there, 
including possible themes from the Science Framework and key concepts. Thirty-five other sites 
are described in shorter detail. The guide also includes general field trip activities, and two indices 
to cross-reference habitats and geographical regions with the sites.

lawrencehallofscience.org

Guide to Marine Science Field Trips (MARE)

MAR120

$10-15

Texas Cooperative Extension

The National Wildlife Federation and the Junior Master Gardener program have joined forces to 
create an engaging learning opportunity for children. This curriculum will help children learn about 
the habitat needs of wildlife and develop a greater appreciation for the environment. The program 
culminates in a community service project, as the students develop a site recognized by the NWF 
as a Certified Schoolyard Habitat. (230 pp.) 
By: Randy Seagraves, Lisa Whittlesey, Michelle Meche, Cynthia Klemmer

http://tce.tamu.edu/

Junior Master Gardener: Golden Ray Series--Wildlife Gardener

B-6167

$30-35

Lawrence Hall of Science

Turn your classroom into an interdisciplinary laboratory for the study of the rocky seashore or visit 
the hidden world of the sandy beach without leaving your classroom. MARE teacher curriculum 
guides are packed with hands-on activities covering earth, physical, biological and environmental 
sciences, plus children’s literature connections and information on how to plan a whole-school 
Ocean Week. All activities are designed to promote science literacy and language development 
among English Language Learners.

lawrencehallofscience.org

Teacher's Guide to Open Ocean (MARE)

MAR4

$60-70

Lawrence Hall of Science

Turn your classroom into an interdisciplinary laboratory for the study of the rocky seashore or visit 
the hidden world of the sandy beach without leaving your classroom. MARE teacher curriculum 
guides are packed with hands-on activities covering earth, physical, biological and environmental 
sciences, plus children’s literature connections and information on how to plan a whole-school 
Ocean Week. All activities are designed to promote science literacy and language development 
among English Language Learners.

lawrencehallofscience.org

Teacher's Guide to Ponds (MARE)

MAR2

$60-70

Lawrence Hall of Science
lawrencehallofscience.org

Teacher's Guide to the Kelp Forest (MARE)

MAR100

$60-70

1312/2/2014 Price range is an estimate.  Vendors are independent and can change prices at any time.



The kelp forest is one of the most spectacular and diverse habitats on Earth. Bring it to life in your 
classroom. This guide contains 25 hands-on activities covering earth, physical and biological 
sciences, environmental issues, children's literature connections, a directory of marine science 
resources and information on how to plan a whole-school Ocean Week. All activities are designed 
to promote language development and science literacy among language minority students. 3-ring 
binder, 365 pages, line illustrations

Lawrence Hall of Science

Visit the hidden world of the sandy beach without leaving your classroom. This guide contains 16 
hands-on activities covering earth, physical, biological and environmental sciences. See the 
MARE Teacher's Guide to the Rocky Seashore description for information on what additional 
resources are included in this guide.

lawrencehallofscience.org

Teacher's Guide to the Sandy Beach (MARE)

MAR115

$60-70

Lawrence Hall of Science

Turn your classroom into an interdisciplinary laboratory for the study of the rocky seashore or visit 
the hidden world of the sandy beach without leaving your classroom. MARE teacher curriculum 
guides are packed with hands-on activities covering earth, physical, biological and environmental 
sciences, plus children’s literature connections and information on how to plan a whole-school 
Ocean Week. All activities are designed to promote science literacy and language development 
among English Language Learners.

lawrencehallofscience.org

Teacher's Guide to Wetlands (MARE)

MAR3

$60-70

The Watershed Project

The spread of invasive plants can be seen along roadsides and trails throughout the Bay Area, 
where these plants often crowd out native species, disrupt natural processes, and impose costs 
on human communities. Now, for the first time, there’s a publication for volunteers who recognize 
this threat and are working to protect Bay Area open spaces. Published by the Watershed Project 
and California Invasive Plant Council. $10

http://www.thewatershedproject.org

Weed Workers’ Handbook: A guide to techniques for removing Bay Area inva $10-15

Water Education Foundation

WOW! The Wonders of Wetlands For grades K-12, this 330-page guide features 70 pages of 
background material followed by more than 40 cross-referenced activities. Each page is 
thoughtfully laid out with core text, great photographs, side bars, maps, and illustrations to make 
information clear and quick to use. Activities are organized into five sections: wetlands definitions, 
wetlands plants and animals, water quality and supply issues, soils, and people. The appendix 
offers instructions for planning and developing a schoolyard wetland habitat. Published by The 
Watercourse.

http://www.water-ed.org

WOW! The Wonders of Wetlands

Part# 5170 -

$20-25

Tools/Equipment

1412/2/2014 Price range is an estimate.  Vendors are independent and can change prices at any time.



National Gardening Association

The Classroom Living Machine is a self-contained growing system that enables students to 
design and create a dynamic, biologically-active ecosystem geared for hands-on learning. Within 
the unit, four distinct (see image below) habitats form a self-supporting, leak-proof wetland 
ecosystem that you and your students create. As the habitat grows, observe the dynamics of 
natur-al systems, study plant and animal relationships, and even add a small amount of waste to 
the system to see how pollution affects nature! Start the Living Machine with plants and animals 
from local environments: aquatic plants, snails, minnows, and much more. A Starter Kit 
(pondwater, mud and aquatic plants) is also available. Made of durable 1 /4 acrylic

http://www.garden.org

Classroom Living Machine

18-1201

$500-600

Acorn Naturalists

The Discovery Scope features stunning optical clarity and depth of field. Revolutionary wide angle 
design lets in light to show details with crystal clarity. Includes the scope, a clamp, chamber 
holder, two clearview chambers, and dropper for aquatic specimens. 10 or more at $32.95 each.

http://www.acornnaturalists.com/store/DISCOVERY-SCOPE-P1289C0.aspx

Discovery Scope

T-1134

$35-40

American Science & Surplus

Chemically treated paper strips to test for acid or base (alkaline) solutions. Use the Blue Litmus 
Paper (#88217, $1.90/2 vials) for acidity tests, the Red Litmus Paper (#88218, $1.90/2 vials) for 
alkalinity.  The more sophisticated Hydrion paper strip indicates pH from 1 (dark red) to 11 (dark 
blue). Values in between can be read by comparing with a color chart on the side of the container. 
All have 100 strips of test paper per vial.

http://www.sciplus.com/

Litmus Paper

88219

$1-2

Video

GPN Educational Media

Series:   Passport to Knowledge
Product:  Life In Extreme Environments-VHS
Most plants and animals in Antarctica rely on the ocean and can be found close to the coast. This 
video examines the fascinating food web from phytoplankton to krill to whales. 

“The Antarctic Food Web.” Life on land is subject to fierce winds and extremely low temperatures, 
but the Southern Ocean remains in a constant, narrow temperature range almost all year. 
“Studying the Marine Ecosystem” documents the research tools and techniques applied by 
scientists observing the many varied species of the Antarctic food web.

http://shopgpn.com/

Antarctic Animals: Living On The Edge

798.0303V

$35-40

1512/2/2014 Price range is an estimate.  Vendors are independent and can change prices at any time.



Disney Education Products

In any given environment there are hundreds of varieties of plants and animals living together, 
creating ecosystems.  Bill Nye literally sets up office in an ocean, a forest, and a field to commune 
with nature and show what happens when one link falls out of nature's chain.

Can borrow from the 
Alameda County 
Office of Education, 
some titles available 
at public libraries.  
Berkeley school 
teachers can borrow 
from the Central 
Media Library at 
Berkeley High School.

http://www.edustation.disney.com

Bill Nye: Biodiversity

68A59VL00

$35-40

Disney Education Products

Explore an array of natural adaptations in the bizarre world of caves!

Some titles available 
at public libraries.  
Berkeley school 
teachers can borrow 
from the Central 
Media

http://www.edustation.disney.com

Bill Nye: Caves

68E52VL00

$35-40

Disney Education Products

Follow Bill Nye out on a limb when he goes swinging through the trees in Washington, Florida, 
Texas, and California to bring viewers close to the tallest and possibly oldest living things in the 
world. Examine a real forest fire to see what it does to help a forest's ecosystem.

Can borrow from the 
Alameda County 
Office of Education, 
some titles available 
at public libraries.  
Berkeley school 
teachers can borrow 
from the Central 
Media Library at 
Berkeley High School.

http://www.edustation.disney.com

Bill Nye: Forests

68A54VL00

$35-40

Disney Education Products

The Science Guy knows everyone who's anyone on the ocean's food chain, from the tiny species 
at the bottom to the largeest species at the top.  Learn about ecosystems and the importance of 
small organisms such as coral, plankton, and kelp.

Can borrow from the 
Alameda County 
Office of Education, 
some titles available 
at public libraries.  
Berkeley school 
teachers can borrow 
from the Central 
Media Library at 
Berkeley High School.

http://www.edustation.disney.com

Bill Nye: Ocean Life

68A70VL00

$35-40

Disney Education Products

Bill goes underwater to talk about ocean ecosystems and the importance of small organisms such 
as coral, kelp, and plankton. Amazingly, these latter organisms are the food of huge whales, 
which gather them by straining thousands of tons of sea water through their mouths. In addition to 
the complete 26-minute episode of "Ocean Life," this disk is loaded with incredible DVD features 
like:
*Fully indexed "chapters" correlated to National Science Standards.
*Interactive glossaries and quizzes.
*Bonus footage

Some titles available 
at public libraries.  
Berkeley school 
teachers can borrow 
from the Central 
Media

http://www.edustation.disney.com

Bill Nye: Ocean Life DVD

77A16VL00

$45-50
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Disney Education Products

Get wet with Bill Nye the Science Guy as he follows the flow of rivers and streams.  Bill tracks the 
origins of these bodies of water and shows us what impact the have on our lives.

Can borrow from the 
Alameda County 
Office of Education, 
some titles available 
at public libraries.  
Berkeley school 
teachers can borrow 
from the Central 
Media Library at 
Berkeley High School.

http://www.edustation.disney.com

Bill Nye: River and Streams $35-40

Disney Education Products

Bill Nye sloshes across American wetlands and gets a little bit muddy while he shoes us how 
these swamps, bogs, and marshes help control floods, naturally filter water, and provide a good 
home to lots of living things, especially wildlife

Some titles available 
at public libraries.  
Berkeley school 
teachers can borrow 
from the Central 
Media

http://www.edustation.disney.com

Bill Nye: Wetlands $35-40

GPN Educational Media

DragonflyTV is devoted entirely to science for kids grades 4-7. But it's not like any science show 
you've ever seen - because it's real kids doing real science! In every episode, real kids tell about 
their own investigations - how they explore the science in the things they love to do.
This unit includes:
897.2001D - Investigate II
897.2002D - Structures
897.2003D - Sports Science
897.2004D - Spinning
897.2005D - Propulsion
897.2006D - Human Body II
897.2007D - Sound
897.2008D - Technology II
897.2009D - Ecosystems
897.2010D - Underwater
897.2011D - Mammals
897.2012D - Earth Explorations
897.2013D - Creepy Crawlies

http://shopgpn.com/

DragonflyTV Series Two - DVD

SKU #: 897.2000D

$350-400

Acorn Naturalists

Demonstrates why rainforests harbor the greatest concentration of life in the world, helping all to 
recognize their significance as a source of genetic diversity. Spectacular photography of some of 
the most dramatic places on the planet. For all ages, 35 minutes.

http://www.acornnaturalists.com/store/EYEWITNESS-JUNGLE-VIDEO-P590C0.aspx

Eye Witness Jungle Video

#V-4147

$6-7

GPN Educational Media
http://shopgpn.com/

Reading Rainbow: The Salamander Room

Product Code: 126.0094V

$25-30
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A young boy finds a salamander and thinks of the many things he can do to make a perfect home 
for it. Viewers learn that there is more to creating an animal habitat than meets the eye as LeVar 
explores Jungle World, a rain forest environment created at the Bronx Zoo in New York, and they 
learn about scientists who use a treetop raft as a lab to study the rain forest ecosystem. Based on 
the book by Steve Johnson.

Teacher's Video Company

National Geographic introduces your kids to spotted jaguars, poison-arrow frogs, slithering sloths, 
and screaming howler monkeys, all residents of the world's rainforests! Short music video 
segments teach your students about weird and wonderful creatures.  40 minutes.

http://www.teachersvideo.com

Totally Tropical Rain Forest

Product # : 362212

$10-15

Teacher's Video Company

This IMAX video brings the beautiful rainforest into your classroom!  Stunning close-ups and 
panoramic views captivate students! 40 minutes.

http://www.teachersvideo.com

Tropical Rainforest

Product # : 361148

$25-30

Teacher's Video Company

Peek inside the wettest habitat on land to learn about the special adaptations plants and animals 
make to ensure survival, including symbiosis.

http://www.teachersvideo.com

Tropical Rainforest Habitat

Product # : 346465

$35-40

1812/2/2014 Price range is an estimate.  Vendors are independent and can change prices at any time.


