
Sample Materials
3rd Grade Life Science - Structures of Life

Audio Tape/CD

Amazon.com

Whale sounds can teach that sound travels in waves through the air, through water, and through 
bone; that sound is important in the social lives of baleen whales; that sound is the mechanism of 
the sense of echolocation in toothed cetaceans, such as dolphins; and that echolocation is an 
adaptation used to locate food and get information.  Mating sounds can also demonstrate animal 
behavior. This series also features Humpback Whales and Killer Whales.

http://www.amazon.com/Echoes-Nature-Beluga-Various-Artists/dp/B000001V90/ref=sr_1_cc_1?s=

Echoes of Nature: Beluga Whales

ASIN: B000001V90

$8-9

Classroom Books

Amazon.com

By Adam Hibbert. A Freshwater Pond describes the plants, animals and insects that live in a pond 
and how they adapt to its changing conditions in dry summers and icy winters. Insects, 
amphibians, reptiles and animals are featured along with plants ranging from single-celled algae 
to bug-eating plants.

http://www.amazon.com/A-Freshwater-Pond-Small-Worlds/dp/0778701336/ref=sr_1_6?ie=UTF8&q

A Freshwater Pond

ISBN: 0778701476

$8-9

Amazon.com

by Pamela Hickman (Author), Heather Collins (Illustrator)   ISBN-13: 978-1550742008    Seeds 
and kids start out small and grow wondrously, which may explain some of children's fascination 
with planting, growing, and, subsequently, exploring their environments. With sentences that 
mimic the cumulative pattern of ``The House that Jack Built,'' Hickman's hand-sized book uses the 
backyard garden to investigate plant life cycles. Each page has a fold-over flap that reveals further 
facts and illustration details relating to the page's topic. Sam plants his vegetable seeds; behind 
the flap are close-ups of the sprout's growth underground. When a bee pollinates a flower, an 
opened flap reveals its hive. The vegetable garden the children plant in the beginning of the book 
is harvested at its end; each vegetable and fruit is cut open to reveal more seeds--the completion 
of the cycle. It's been done before in many other books, but this version, with its lush illustrations 
of a bountiful garden, is a summertime treat.

http://www.amazon.com/Seed-Grows-My-First-Look/dp/1550742000/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF

A Seed Grows : My First Look at a Plant's Life Cycle

ISBN: 978-1550742008

$20-25

112/2/2014 Price range is an estimate.  Vendors are independent and can change prices at any time.



Amazon.com

By Allen, Judy; Humphries, Tudor (illustrator). When you look at life from the perspective of a 
honeybee, the backyard suddenly becomes a busy place. A juvenile bee faces many challenges 
as it takes its place in the hive and joins in the work of the bee community. All the facts a young 
child needs to understand the life of this intriguing backyard creatures are packed into an 
engaging narrative.

http://www.amazon.com/Are-You-Bee-Backyard-Books/dp/0753458047/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=U

Are You a Bee?

ISBN0753453452

$8-9

Amazon.com

By Vicki Cobb. Electron micrographs create a dramatic journey into the blood, skin, bone, muscle, 
and nerves of the human body, magnifying the tiniest cells millions of times. This book features a 
big trim size, full-color electron micrographs throughout, and Vicki Cobb's signature kid-friendly 
text.

http://www.amazon.com/Blood-Gore-Like-Youve-Never/dp/0590926659/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=U

Blood and Gore, Like You've Never Seen

ISBN: 0590926659

$9-10

Amazon.com

Ages 6 to 10 years. This book explains the how and why of camouflage. It looks at camouflage as 
colors, patterns, and textures that some animals have on their bodies to protect them from 
predators. It also shows how other animals use camouflage to hide as they hunt for prey. 
Camouflage is a difficult concept, but this book presents it in a way that is accessible to even the 
youngest readers. This book provides children with detailed information about: How some animals 
are camouflaged by their shape, as well as their colours; Why animals need camouflage; Why 
baby animals may have different camouflage than their parents; How some animals that fly or 
swim are camouflaged by countershading.

http://www.amazon.com/Camouflage-Changing-Hide-Natures-Changes/dp/0778723062/ref=sr_1_

Camouflage: Changing to Hide (Nature's Changes)

ISBN-10: 0778723062

$8-9

Amazon.com

A basic introduction to crayfish, focusing on their physical characteristics, habitat, diet, and 
activities.

http://www.amazon.com/Crayfish-Musty-Crusty-Animals-Lola-Schaefer/dp/1588107221/ref=sr_1_1

Crayfish (Schaefer, Lola M., Musty-Crusty Animals.)

ISBN: 978-1588107220

$7-8

Amazon.com

By Linda Capus Riley. The big draw in this simple yet extremely clever introduction to animals and 
the way they respond to water is the artwork--stunning paper collages that feature animals in the 
water. There's only one line of text per page ("Kangaroos swim, but their babies stay dry" ), with 
the rest of the page being taken up with the shapely cutouts that have so much texture you want 
to reach out and touch them. Elephants, a squid, pelicans, and a polar bear are just a few of the 
creatures that make an appearance.

http://www.amazon.com/Elephants-Sandpiper-Books-Linda-Capus/dp/0395934893/ref=sr_1_1?ie=

Elephants Swim

ISBN: 0395736544

$10-15

212/2/2014 Price range is an estimate.  Vendors are independent and can change prices at any time.



Amazon.com

Care and Treatment of Hermit Crabs as pets.

http://www.amazon.com/Hermit-Barrons-Complete-Owners-Manuals/dp/0764143441/ref=sr_1_1?s

Hermit Crabs: Complete Pet Owner's Manual

ISBN: 978-0764143441

$8-9

Amazon.com

Defines crustaceans, such as slaters and freshwater crayfishes, and describes their physical 
characteristics, life cycles, habitats, senses, food and means of self-defense.

http://www.amazon.com/Crabs-Crayfishes-Their-Relatives-Crustaceans/dp/B002BJ2L8W/ref=sr_1

Invertebrates Crabs, Crayfishes, and Their Relatives: Crabs, Crayfishes, and $15-20

AIMS Education Foundation

Beautifully illustrated, with text sung to the tune of “Must be Santa,” this 11"x17" companion to It 
Must Be a Bird will captivate young students.

http://www.aimsedu.org/item/1116/it-must-be-a-bird-big-book-pre-k-2/1.html

It Must be a Bird Big book

1116

$9-10

Amazon.com

by Susan Casey  
Inventions solve problems in daily life, and this nifty book solves the problems of how to go about 
inventing. From identifying a problem in your work to thinking about how to solve it, the 
information is broken down into small solvable parts.  So how do you come up with a problem? 
Hone your observational skills and look around. Stories of inventions developed by young 
scientists who responded to their own needs or those of their community provide the backbone 
and wonder of this inspirational book.   Some ideas come through observation, some through 
research, and some from searching for a use for something. Next, the inventor can turn to 
journaling or model making or can learn with a mentor. For those really great ideas, the book 
discusses patenting, designing a trademark, and manufacturing and selling the product. There are 
many websites, programs, competitions, and camps found in the appendices.   Students can be 
great inventors because life is newer to them and they take less for granted. Awareness is the first 
step to discovery. What a wonderful little book for showing children other children as inventors... 
and they can learn how to become one themselves! 
--NSTA Recommends

http://www.amazon.com

Kids Inventing! A Handbook for Young Inventors $10-15

Acorn Naturalists

by Silver, Wynne. Wonderful descriptions of a land where a winter night lasts three weeks and the 
ground is icy on the warmest day of the year. Contains illustrated field guide to common arctic 
plants and animals along with descriptions of behavioral adaptations, food chains, and survival 
strategies. Engaging reading for ages 6 to 10.

http://www.acornnaturalists.com/store/ARCTIC-TUNDRA-One-Small-Square-Series-P619C0.aspx

One Small Square: Arctic Tundra

B-5952

$9-10

312/2/2014 Price range is an estimate.  Vendors are independent and can change prices at any time.



Acorn Naturalists

POND AND STREAM SAFARI, A Guide to the Ecology of Aquatic Invertebrates. Edelstein. 
REVISED EDITION. Perfect field guide for use with students ages 8-13. Includes project manual, 
reference guide, species identification cards, worksheets, and a checklist for recording data, all in 
a reusable folder. Students can use this guide to locate and study crayfish, fierce-looking 
dragonfly nymphs, water bugs, whirligig beetles, diving beetles, mayfly nymphs, caddisfly larvae, 
and more. #WTR-5117.

http://www.acornnaturalists.com/store/POND-AND-STREAM-SAFARI-A-Guide-to-the-Ecology-of-A

Pond and Stream Safari, A Guide to the Ecology of Aquatic Invertebrates.

#WTR-5117.

$15-20

Amazon.com

by Heller, Ruth.  This poetic presentation tells about plant reproduction, manufacturing of seeds, 
and seed propagation. It also shows plants which don't seem to be flowers but are flowers. The 
text is supported by Heller's trademark full-color detailed illustrations that help explain the 
concepts presented. California author/illustrator.

http://www.amazon.com/Reason-Flower-Flowers-Pollen-Explore/dp/0698115597/ref=sr_1_1?s=bo

Reason for a Flower, The

ISBN: 0698115597

$9-10

Amazon.com

by Susan E. Goodman   ISBN-13: 978-0761318743  This book about the ways plants survive in 
their various habitats is both creative and inviting. The short chapters discuss fitting into the 
environment; getting sun, water, and food; inherent defenses; and propagating. Readers are 
encouraged to think about these topics by way of a series of questions. For example, the author 
states that through transpiration, "A tree can lose hundreds of gallons of water a day. With all that 
water going out, more needs to come

http://www.amazon.com/Seeds-Stems-Stamens-Plants-Their/dp/0761318747/ref=sr_1_1?s=books

Seeds, Stems, And Stamens: The Way Plants Fit into Their World

ISBN:  978-0761318743

$20-25

Amazon.com

by Jannell Cannon.  After falling head first into a bird's nest, a baby bat is raised as a bird until she 
is reunited with her mother. The adaptations and survival of birds and bats in their respective 
habitats is explored. The colored-pencil-and-acrylic paintings are paired with small pen-and-ink 
drawings that show mother bat's search for her baby. California author/illustrator.

http://www.amazon.com/Stellaluna-Janell-Cannon/dp/0152802177/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&

Stellaluna

ISBN: 0152802177

$10-15

Amazon.com

Specialized Care for Land Hermit Crabs.

http://www.amazon.com/Care-Hermit-Crabs-Herpetocultural-Library/dp/1882770501/ref=sr_1_2?s=

The Care of Land Hermit Crabs $3-4

Amazon.com
http://www.amazon.com/Tree-Ancient-Forest-Carol-Reed-Jones/dp/1883220319/ref=sr_1_1?s=bo

The Tree in the Ancient Forest $7-8

412/2/2014 Price range is an estimate.  Vendors are independent and can change prices at any time.



by Carol Reed-Jones. A 300-year-old fir tree is the main character in a forest drama depicting the 
cycle of interdependence between plants and animals. The truffles that grow on the roots of the fir 
tree are food for the mice, who, in turn, are food for the owls living in the hollow of the tree that 
was created by a woodpecker, and so on. Reed-Jones' cumulative verse technique, which very 
effectively illustrates the ecological concept, will make this book a lively story-time or lap-share 
read-aloud as well as a good choice for choral reading. Canyon's superb double-page illustrations 
can be appreciated both as fine works of art and as detailed studies of forest flora and fauna.

Computer Software

Tom Snyder Productions

Bugs: Explorations in Life Science features six neighborhood kids -- Ben, Kevin, Kate, Lee, Nora, 
and Susan -- and their pets. The action in Bugs takes place right after Nora moves on to the block 
with her cat, Buzzy. Nora, who is a little bit nuts about insects, soon has the other kids caught up 
in her enthusiasm. The "sidewalk scientists" not only observe insects and learn about insect 
behavior but even imitate insects -- by building models and puppets, simulating sounds and 
making music.

http://www.tomsnyder.com

Sidewalk Science:  Bugs $35-40

Kits & Modules

Acorn Naturalists

Includes alligator tooth, coyote mandible, beaver mandible, African lion maxilla, hippopotamus 
tooth, mountain gorilla maxilla, baboon mandible, human maxilla, grizzly mandible plus activity 
booklet. Made from durable PerfectCast® material. Each is actual size (2”-5” long, depending on 
species). Note: tooth casts are also sold individually without activity guide). Acorn Naturalists also 
carries a wide array of other teeth. Complete kit with all nine tooth replicas.

http://www.acornnaturalists.com/store/ANIMAL-TOOTH-CASTS-complete-set-of-nine-replicas-plus

Animal Tooth Casts- 9 Replicas plus Activity Guide

#R-5278

$90-100

Wildcare

2  week rental. Nature Kits contain: a taxidermied animal in a life-like pose, information cards with 
important facts about the animal, facsimile ceramic bird eggs for students to handle in bird kits, 
ideas for integrated, thematic experiences, and a poster.  Choose from: Acorn Woodpecker, Barn 
Owl, Brewer's Blackbird, Brown Pelican, Cedar Waxwing, Coot, Common Murre, Cormorant, 
Crow, Great Blue Heron, Great Horned Owl, Gull, Kingfisher, Mallard, Meadowlark, Quail, 
Red-winged Blackbird, Robin, Ruddy Duck, Scrub Jay, Starling, Turkey Vulture, western grebe.

http://www.wildcarebayarea.org/site/PageServer?pagename=NatureEducation_Programs_NatureK

Birds Nature Kits $25-30

Wildcare

2  week rental. Nature Kits contain: a taxidermied animal in a life-like pose, information cards with 
important facts about the animals.

http://www.wildcarebayarea.org/site/PageServer?pagename=NatureEducation_Programs_NatureK

Butterfly and Moths Nature Kits $25-30

512/2/2014 Price range is an estimate.  Vendors are independent and can change prices at any time.



California Academy of Sciences

Develop student appreciation for one of the world's most fragile ecosystems with this coral reef kit. 
Through an engaging variety of hands-on activities and games, students will learn about coral 
anatomy, sexual and asexual reproduction, coral distribution, and coral's requirements for life.  
Lending Fee: $20 - Loan period: 3 weeks 
Kit Reservations: Advance reservation required.  Call (877) 227-3311

http://www.calacademy.org/teachers/erk.php

Coral Reefs: Science and Conservation $15-20

Delta Education

Includes 30 pellets, 8 bone sorting and food web posters, 15 bone sorting charts, and teacher's 
guide.

http://www.delta-education.com/

Deluxe Classroom Owl Pellet Kit

110-8338

$90-100

Genesis Inc

EACH KIT INCLUDES: 
1 Instructors Guide containing information about the importance of leaves, 8 different hands-on 
activities with detailed teaching procedures along with specific observation questions for each 
activity 
39 Real Tree Leaves with 13 identified leaves, 
26 unidentified leaves 
Leaf key to be used to identify the unknown leaf specimens 
61 Page tree finder booklet

http://www.pellet.com

Leaf Identification Kit    $32.95

#LID

$30-35

Wildcare

2 week rental. Nature Kits contain: a taxidermied animal in a life-like pose, information cards with 
important facts about the animal, facsimile ceramic bird eggs for students to handle in bird kits, 
ideas for integrated, thematic experiences, and a poster. Choose from: Badger, Beaver, Bobcat, 
Coyote, Deer, Fox, Harbor Seal, Mountain lion, Muskrat, Opossum, Porcupine, Rabbit, Raccoon, 
Sea lion, Skunk, Western Gray Squirrel.

http://www.wildcarebayarea.org/site/PageServer?pagename=NatureEducation_Programs_NatureK

Mammals Nature Kits $25-30

Lindsay Wildlife Museum

The museum's excellent collection of furs, feathers, nests, bones, shells, minerals, mounts and 
other natural history materials is available to teachers for classroom use at low fees. You can call 
Marti and she can help you determine the best kits that can be used for what you want to teach.

http://www.wildlife-museum.org

Natural History-To-Go $8-9

California Academy of Sciences
http://www.calacademy.org/teachers/erk.php

Owl Pellets and Beyond $15-20

612/2/2014 Price range is an estimate.  Vendors are independent and can change prices at any time.



Owl pellet dissections are universally appealing to students. This predator/prey discovery 
experience is better than any wildlife video, with each child finding the skeletal remains of a real 
animal - most likely a rodent or insectivore. This kit includes everything needed for each student to 
perform an owl pellet dissection and identify the prey based on skull characteristics. Additional 
resources in the kit include: a tri-fold poster display of prey specimens, two videos on the natural 
history of owls, one mounted owl specimen, several books, and a new educational board game. 
Lending Fee: $20 - Loan period: 3 weeks 
Kit Reservations: Advance reservation required.  Call (877) 227-3311

California Academy of Sciences

Share the discovery of the lush tropical forests of Borneo, Madagascar, Costa Rica, and the 
Amazon with your students. Teach your students a song about jungle layers one day, then have 
students measure the rate of water evaporation in the tiny world of a bromeliad the next. The kit 
also includes a camouflage activity, a 7-foot tall rainforest layers poster, a real soil corer for taking 
a soil core sample in the schoolyard, beetle and butterfly specimens, books, and more! 
Lending Fee: $20 - Loan period: 3 weeks 
Kit Reservations: Advance reservation required.  Call (877) 227-3311

http://www.calacademy.org/teachers/erk.php

Rainforests of the World $15-20

Genesis Inc

EACH KIT INCLUDES: 
1 Instructors Guide containing information about the importance of seeds, 7 different classroom 
activities with detailed teaching procedures along with specific observation questions for each 
activity 
39 Real Tree Seeds with each seed carded, labeled, and bagged. 
Seed key for unknowns in kit 
Sprouting seed kit 
Seeds to grow your own tree. 
Nuts, berries, pods, wings, acorns and more

http://www.pellet.com

Seed Identification Kit   SID  Seed Identification Kit

#SID

$30-35

Wildcare

2 or 3 week rental. Nature Kits contain: a taxidermied animal in a life-like pose, information cards 
with important facts about the animal, facsimile ceramic bird eggs for students to handle in bird 
kits, ideas for integrated, thematic experiences, and a poster. Choose from: Animal Footprints, 
Indian Uses of Native Plants, Beaks and Feet Comparative Kit, Butterflies, Water Cycle Puppets.

http://www.wildcarebayarea.org/site/PageServer?pagename=NatureEducation_Programs_NatureK

Specialized Nature Kits $25-30

Folk Art International Resources for Education

Learn about the everyday life of the Yanomami and their tropical hoome in Amazonia.  Discover 
the biodiverstiy of the rainforest and learn how to protect this endangered habitat through letter 
writing, recycling and fundraising.  Highlights of Content: Animal Badges, Rainsticks and 
Blowguns, Manioc Squeezers, Tapes, Photographs and Slides.

http://www.folkartintl.com

Tropical Rainforests: The Web of Life FREE

Posters/Pictures/Slides

712/2/2014 Price range is an estimate.  Vendors are independent and can change prices at any time.



Genesis Inc

A fantastic addition to the classroom to aid in the bone identification during your owl pellet 
dissection. Each Poster (26" x 18") is printed on a heavy low-gloss paper and contains the primary 
skeletal features of rodents, shrews, moles, and birds.

http://www.pellet.com

Bone ID Chart

BIC

$3-4

Wright Center for Science Education, Dept. W, Rm. 267 C

Visible light is only one kind of electromagnetic radiation--the kind to which human eyes are 
sensitive. There is also invisible radiation, to which our eyes are completely insensitive. This 
poster sketches the entire range of electromagnetic radiation. The whole spectrum includes: radio 
radiation, including radar, microwaves, and the familiar AM, FM, and TV communications bands; 
infrared radiation, which we sense as heat; visible light, displaying its familiar color band--red, 
orange, yellow, green, blue, violet--within a narrow domain near the center of the electromagnetic 
spectrum; ultraviolet radiation, lying just short of visible light, and largely responsible for suntans 
and sunburns; x-ray radiation, perhaps best known for its ability to penetrate human tissue and 
reveal the state of our bones; gamma rays, often associated with radioactivity and invariably 
damaging to living cells.

http://www.tufts.edu/as/wright_center/

Electromagnetic Spectrom poster FREE

California Healthy Kids Resource Center

PreK-12. This collection of photo cards includes 100 photographs of different fruits and 
vegetables. Each card lists the Spanish and English name, nutritional and geographic information.

http://www.hkresources.org

Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Photo Cards

#6890

FREE

Acorn Naturalists

Starter collection of 12 real leaves mounted on a 12” x 16” poster board, enclosed in a clear, 
sturdy vinyl envelope. Each major leaf type and shape is represented. Each specimen is identified 
with common and botanical names along with botanical information. Explore how leaf shape helps 
a plant meet its needs. Perfect addition to botany resource tables or for individual review. Perfect 
for students in grades K-12.

http://www.acornnaturalists.com/store/LEAF-COLLECTION--P699C0.aspx

Leaf Collection

KIT-8299

$25-30

Specimen

Acorn Naturalists

Also includes the beaver teeth within the mandible. Acorn Naturalists also carries a wide array of 
other teeth.

http://www.acornnaturalists.com/store/BEAVER-MANDIBLE-REPLICA-P1707C0.aspx

Beaver Mandible Replica

R-5080

$9-10

812/2/2014 Price range is an estimate.  Vendors are independent and can change prices at any time.



Acorn Naturalists

Carcharodon carcharias, otherwise known as the great white shark, can weigh up to 7000 
pounds. With 5 rows of 46 teeth (230 total) they are formidable predators. This pearly white Bone 
Clone® 2-1/2” replica is virtually indistinguishable from the real thing. Acorn Naturalists also 
carries a wide array of other teeth.

http://www.acornnaturalists.com/store/GREAT-WHITE-SHARK-TOOTH-REPLICA-P1698C0.aspx

Great White Shark Tooth Replica

R-8146

$8-9

Randall Museum

Includes samples of endo- and exoskeletons. Items: horseshoe crab, barnacle, sea star and 
urchin; mussel and box turtle shells; deer rib and vertebra; rodent and bird skulls; frog skeleton.

http://www.randallmuseum.org/

Hard Bodies (Skeletons) $10-15

Acorn Naturalists

(Grades 3-8). Teaches students basic owl pellet dissection techniques, methods for identifying 
animal skulls and bones, and the process of reconstructing a food web from the results of pellet 
dissections. The kit comes with an instructor’s guide with objectives, approaches, and procedures 
along with photographs and illustrations of common prey and skulls found in owl pellets, and a 
food web lesson. Includes 15 student guides (which discuss the natural history of the barn owl, 
and describe pellet dissection and common skulls found in pellets); a food web poster; 15 wooden 
probes; vole skeleton transparency; and 15 owl pellets. #KIT-12864.

http://www.acornnaturalists.com/store/INTRODUCTORY-CLASSROOM-OWL-PELLET-KIT-Grade

Introductory Classroom Owl Pellet Kit

KIT-12864

$45-50

Carolina Biological

The Classroom Kit has 16 owl pellets, 30 owl pellet bone charts, 30 rat skeleton sheets, 30 
student activities, 32 wodden probes, and a teacher's guide.  Owls are popular animals for 
classroom study.  Their pellets reveal the organizms compsing part of th owl's food web, as well 
as illustrate how different organizms fill the same niche in different ecosystems. Carolina's 
supplies individually wrapped owl pellets that have been heat pasteurized at 250 degrees for 30 
minutes and are free of any chemicals.

http://www.carolina.com

Owl Pellet Classroom Study Kit

227830

$50-60

Acorn Naturalists

The giant sperm whale, Physeter catodon, can reach lengths of 60 feet. The teeth of this marine 
giant are equally impressive, occurring only in the lower jaw. Finished to replicate natural colors, 
this 8” museum quality Bone Clone® replica is cast using durable resins and finished to look 
identical to the specimen from which it was cast. Acorn Naturalists also carries a wide array of 
other teeth.

http://www.acornnaturalists.com/store/WHALE-TOOTH-REPLICA-SPERM-P1699C0.aspx

Sperm Whale Tooth Replica

R-8147

$35-40

Stickers/Games

912/2/2014 Price range is an estimate.  Vendors are independent and can change prices at any time.



AIMS Education Foundation

Thirty-nine plant and animals representing those commonly found on school playgrounds are 
illustrated and described in the multi-use card game. Each card contains information about the 
organism's place in the food chain, preferred food, and whose food it might be. Extra blank cards 
are provided. Directions for activities and games are included. 
Designed to accompany the AIMS publication Field Detectives or be used on its own.

http://www.aimsedu.org/item/3075/life-in-the-food-chain-card-game/1.html

Food Chain Card Game

3075

$6-7

Acorn Naturalists

Ampersand Press. Colorful cards represent the animals and plants of the forest - each card listing 
what the animal eats and is eaten by. At the end of the game, players count earned energy points. 
For 2-6 players, ages 7 and up.

http://www.acornnaturalists.com/store/INTO-THE-FOREST-Natures-Food-Chain-Game-P693C0.as

Into the Forest: Nature's Food Chain Game

#G-1026.

$15-20

Acorn Naturalists

Ampersand. Deserts cover vast portions of the globe, and yet one finds relatively few books and 
videos on them, and until now, no games. Onto the Desert contains 41 animal and plant cards, 
instructions, fact sheets and a full color 15" x 20" desert habitat poster. Hours of entertainment for 
ability levels ranging from age 8 to adult.

http://www.acornnaturalists.com/store/ONTO-THE-DESERT-A-Game-of-Survival-P639C0.aspx

Onto the Desert: A Game of Survival

#G- 4195.

$15-20

Acorn Naturalists

Ampersand. Based upon the natural food relationships in a forest, the cards in this game 
represent plants and animals found in the temperate North American forests. Animals search out 
their food, or they are eaten by one of the predators. Great for classroom learning centers or 
nature centers. Ideal for 2-6 players, ages 8-adult. Please also see art section of this catalog for a 
complete listing of rubber stamps depicting the animals found in this game. Use as extension 
projects whereby students can create their own food chain scenarios.

http://www.acornnaturalists.com/store/PREDATOR-The-Food-Chain-Game-P4575C0.aspx

Predator - The Food Chain Game.

#G-14349.

$10-15

Felidae Conservation Fund

The Bay Area Puma Project (BAPP) is the first large scale research, education and conservation 
program for pumas in and around the San Francisco Bay Area. BAPP's primary goal is to 
increase knowledge, understanding and awareness about Bay Area puma populations, in order to 
promote better co-existence and less conflict between humans and pumas in the region, and 
ultimately to help foster a more harmonious relationship between humans and the natural world. 
http://www.bapp.org/objectives

Available free online 
pdf.http://www.felidaefund.org/pdf/activity_book.pdf

Puma Activity Book FREE

Teacher Guide/Reference/Curriculum

1012/2/2014 Price range is an estimate.  Vendors are independent and can change prices at any time.



Oakland Museum of California

Fee: $35/Oakland, $40/non-Oakland  Discover how plants and animals are uniquely adapted fore 
survival in California's many natural regions as present in the Natural Sciences Gallery.  Materials 
can be used alone or in conjunction with a museum visit.  Included are 15 color transparencies of 
animals and plants form the galley, background info.  And hands-on activities.  An emphasis on 
feeding adaptations and defensive strategies.

http://www.museumca.org

Exploring California Ecology

CODE C3

$35-40

AIMS Education Foundation

6 sections—216 pages This collection of highly active and engaging experiences helps young 
children learn about the processes of science by studying feathers, beaks, feet, eggs, and nests. 
The It Must Be Bird Big Book, a large format book containing illustrations of various bird species, 
is included free of charge!

http://www.aimsedu.org/item/1191/it-must-be-a-bird-plus-big-book-pre-k-2/1.html

It Must Be a Bird + Big Book

1191

$20-25

Tools/Equipment

Math Science Nucleus

Vinyl inflatable globe that shows where the bones of specific dinosaurs are found. Helps show 
students that dinosaurs, like animals today, lived in different parts of the globe.

http://www.msnucleus.org

Dinosaur Globe

MSN-022

$3-4

Carolina Biological

Plastic. Good quality. This 33" miniature human skeleton features a flexible vertebral column that 
includes the spinal cord, spinal nerves, vertebral arteries, and a herniated disc.   The skeleton's 
removable 3-piece skull has a spring-held lower jaw so that jaw movement can be demonstrated.  
Includes a sturdy steel hang-up stand and the Human Anatomy Manual.

http://www.carolina.com/product/human+desktop+mini+skeleton.do?keyword=human+skeleton+m

Human Desktop Mini Skeleton $120-140

Edmund Scientific

An economical teaching skeleton with full natural movement.   Encourages children to learn the 
names of the bones, yet has detail to satisfy students, doctors or anyone interested in the human 
skeleton. Key card and a heavy metal stand included. Removable calvarium.   Size: 33-1/2" tall.

http://www.scientificsonline.com/mr-thrifty-teaching-skeleton-with-spinal-nerves.html

Mr. Thrifty Skeleton, 33-1/2" Tall $50-60

Video

1112/2/2014 Price range is an estimate.  Vendors are independent and can change prices at any time.



Earthwave Society

Excellent overview of the life history cycle, and biology of crayfish. The video features several 
North American species, and includes underwater footage of the rare and elusive Ozark cave 
crayfish, (Cambarus aculabrum), a federally endangered species.  Footage also includes various 
types of habitat, underwater shots of females in berry, females carrying their young, the molting 
process, aggressive behavior, mating, and crayfish in the role of both predator and prey.

http://www.earthwave.org/crayfish.htm

America's Crayfish $15-20

Bullfrog Films

$59 to purchase $20 to rent.  11 min, Grades K-4. For a class report on the rainforest, Ana had 
hoped to exhibit her pet iguana, Lizzie.  The plan is upset when Lizzie gets sick.  In an animated 
dream, Ana takes an imaginary journey to a tropical rainforest where she finds a cure for her sick 
iguana.  While there she learns about the rainforest- its beauty and complex life cycle. Ana also 
learns about the dangers the forest faces and wakes up determined to help save the forests.

http://www.bullfrogfilms.com

Ana in the Rainforest

1-56029-455-8

$50-60

GPN Educational Media

Backyard Safari is an engaging series of 13 half-hour programs that introduce four-to seven-year 
olds to topics in science and natural history. The primary goal of the series is to excite children, 
particularly those in under-served audiences, such as girls and children of color, to investigate the 
natural world and develop positive connections with scientific practice. A complementary goal is to 
help empower all children to see themselves as “scientists” who can turn off the television, step 
outside, and learn directly from the world around them.

http://shopgpn.com/

Backyard Safari - full series

Product Code: 686.0000V

$400-500

GPN Educational Media

Backyard Safari is an engaging series of 13 half-hour programs that introduce four-to seven-year 
olds to topics in science and natural history. The primary goal of the series is to excite children, 
particularly those in under-served audiences, such as girls and children of color, to investigate the 
natural world and develop positive connections with scientific practice. A complementary goal is to 
help empower all children to see themselves as “scientists” who can turn off the television, step 
outside, and learn directly from the world around them.
By examining birds, your students will see how wildlife adapts to the environment:

•How birds’ bodies are suited to their climat and habitat.

•What variety of foods birds eat.

•How to identify birds by their appearance and calls.

http://shopgpn.com/

Backyard Safari:  Birds

Product Code: 686.0002V

$35-40

GPN Educational Media
http://shopgpn.com/

Backyard Safari:  Color $35-40

1212/2/2014 Price range is an estimate.  Vendors are independent and can change prices at any time.



Backyard Safari is an engaging series of 13 half-hour programs that introduce four-to seven-year 
olds to topics in science and natural history. The primary goal of the series is to excite children, 
particularly those in under-served audiences, such as girls and children of color, to investigate the 
natural world and develop positive connections with scientific practice. A complementary goal is to 
help empower all children to see themselves as “scientists” who can turn off the television, step 
outside, and learn directly from the world around them.
Your young people will see how color sends many different messages in nature: 
How animals, plants, and insects use color to hide, attract, or ward off others. 
•Why male and female animals have different types of coloring. 
•How some animals change color to blend into their surroundings.

GPN Educational Media

Backyard Safari is an engaging series of 13 half-hour programs that introduce four-to seven-year 
olds to topics in science and natural history. The primary goal of the series is to excite children, 
particularly those in under-served audiences, such as girls and children of color, to investigate the 
natural world and develop positive connections with scientific practice. A complementary goal is to 
help empower all children to see themselves as “scientists” who can turn off the television, step 
outside, and learn directly from the world around them.
It’s time to dine at the Backyard Safari! Your students will learn:
•How animals use their beaks, tongues, and teeth as tools.
•How tongues differ among animals depending on what they eat.
•What types of foods animals eat.

http://shopgpn.com/

Backyard Safari:  Dinner Tools

Product Code: 686.0006V

$35-40

GPN Educational Media

30 min. Why is water so important to life? After this video your students will understand: How 
animals and plants obtain and use water. How water is made and the different forms of water. 
What types of animals live in water. Backyard Safari is an engaging series of 13 half-hour 
programs that introduce four-to seven-year olds to topics in science and natural history. The 
primary goal of the series is to excite children, particularly those in under-served audiences, such 
as girls and children of color, to investigate the natural world and develop positive connections 
with scientific practice. A complementary goal is to help empower all children to see themselves 
as “scientists” who can turn off the television, step outside, and learn directly from the world 
around them.

http://shopgpn.com/

Backyard Safari: Water

686.012

$35-40

Disney Education Products

In "Bones & Muscles," Bill muscles in to give more than just the bare bones about x-rays, the 
healing of broken bones, bone marrow, and the body's joints. 

In addition to the complete 26-minute episode of "Bones & Muscles," this disk is loaded with 
incredible DVD features like:

*Fully indexed "chapters" correlated to National Science Standards.
*Interactive glossaries and quizzes.
*Bonus footage of never-before-seen segments, interviews, and demos.
*Spanish translation and closed-captioning.
*On-d

http://www.edustation.disney.com

Bill Nye: Bones & Muscles DVD

77A05VL00

$45-50

1312/2/2014 Price range is an estimate.  Vendors are independent and can change prices at any time.



Disney Education Products

In "Bones & Muscles," Bill muscles in to give more than just the bare bones about x-rays, the 
healing of broken bones, bone marrow, and the body's joints.

Some titles available 
at public libraries.  
Berkeley school 
teachers can borrow 
from the Central 
Media

http://www.edustation.disney.com

Bill Nye: Bones and Muscles

68A67VL00

$35-40

Disney Education Products

Bill goes underwater to talk about ocean ecosystems and the importance of small organisms such 
as coral, kelp, and plankton. Amazingly, these latter organisms are the food of huge whales, 
which gather them by straining thousands of tons of sea water through their mouths. In addition to 
the complete 26-minute episode of "Ocean Life," this disk is loaded with incredible DVD features 
like:
*Fully indexed "chapters" correlated to National Science Standards.
*Interactive glossaries and quizzes.
*Bonus footage

Some titles available 
at public libraries.  
Berkeley school 
teachers can borrow 
from the Central 
Media

http://www.edustation.disney.com

Bill Nye: Ocean Life DVD

77A16VL00

$45-50

Disney Education Products

Bill Nye sloshes across American wetlands and gets a little bit muddy while he shoes us how 
these swamps, bogs, and marshes help control floods, naturally filter water, and provide a good 
home to lots of living things, especially wildlife

Some titles available 
at public libraries.  
Berkeley school 
teachers can borrow 
from the Central 
Media

http://www.edustation.disney.com

Bill Nye: Wetlands $35-40

Genesis Inc

Take a journey with David Carter and learn the basics of Ecology and a close look at the natural 
history of the Barn Owl. You will observe young owlets as they are raised by their parents and 
learn endless information about this most fascinating "Hunter of the Night". Excellent footage 
taken from a nest site. See an Owlet swallow a Mouse Whole!! See the Parents bringing in mice 
to the young owlets and extensive footage of the young until they leave the nest. Best of all you 
get to see an Owl Regurgitating a

http://www.pellet.com

Ecology & the Barn Owl

BOV

$25-30

Carolina Biological

Human Body in Action™ focuses on the human body from cells to systems, including the skeletal 
and muscular systems, the circulatory and respiratory systems, and much more. Each video 
features kids having real-world experiences, along with stunning microphotography and clear, 
colorful graphics. A recurring theme in the series is the hierarchy of the human body: cells, 
organs, and organ systems. Every program includes an easy-to-replicate, hands-on activity and 
an interview with an expert in a particular area of science. This series is based on the concepts 
outlined in the National Science Education Standards for life science (Structure and Function in 
Living Systems; Reproduction and Heredity; Regulation and Behavior; and Diversity and 
Adaptations of Organisms). Eight-volume series. Each video is 23 minutes. Close-captioned. 
2001.

http://www.carolina.com

Human Body in Action: Cells DVD

493527A

$45-50

1412/2/2014 Price range is an estimate.  Vendors are independent and can change prices at any time.



GPN Educational Media

Family Literacy Kit Contents:
1 nylon backpack 
1 30-minute DVD of The Desert Giant  
1 feature book - The Desert Giant  
1 laminated Family Activity Sheet 

Episode Description 
This is the story of the life cycle and ecosystem of the giant saguaro cactus and the animals it 
helps to support in the desert. 
LeVar explains the life and seasons of the desert. Inhabitants including jack rabbits, bobcats, gila 
monsters, a javelina pig and woodpeckers are a few that this segment features. He explores how 
cacti adapt to the heat and scarcity of water, and explains the appropriate dress for people in a 
hot, dry climate. A “snake man” gives a close-up look at rattlesnakes.

http://shopgpn.com/

Reading Rainbow:  Desert Giant Family Literacy Kit - DVD $60-70

GPN Educational Media

This is the story of the life cycle and ecosystem of the giant saguaro cactus and the animals it 
helps to support in the desert. LeVar explains the life and seasons of the desert. Inhabitants 
including jack rabbits, bobcats, gila monsters, a javelina pig and woodpeckers are a few that this 
segment features. He explores how cacti adapt to the heat and scarcity of water, and explains the 
appropriate dress for people in a hot, dry climate. A “snake man” gives a close-up look at 
rattlesnakes. Teacher Guide and Science Guide available for download at http://gpn.unl.edu/

http://shopgpn.com/

Reading Rainbow: Desert Giant- The World of the Saguaro Cactus

126.062

$25-30

GPN Educational Media

This feature book describes the formation of coral reefs and the many plants and animals that live 
in and around these underwater communities. LeVar is inspired by the book to learn more about 
the world of coral reefs, so he dons diving gear and gives viewers a tour of the National Marine 
Sanctuary, an underwater park in Florida. Viewers also meet a ‘reef doctor’ who shows how he 
restores life to damaged reefs by transplanting living coral.

Available at Alameda 
County Public 
Libraries: Vid 
J028.534 DIVE; and 
at Alameda County 
Office of Education 
#10162 for $5/3 days.

http://shopgpn.com/

Reading Rainbow: Dive to the Coral Reefs

Product Code: 126.0061D

$25-30

GPN Educational Media

In "Seashore Surprises," by Rose Wyler, illustrated by Steven James Petruccio, viewers find 
there's more to the beach than meets the eye. Using the book as his guide, LeVar goes 
beachcombing in southwestern Florida. Then he meets up with two local naturalists to explore 
plant and animal life at the edge of sea, including shells, mangroves and more. Closed-captioned. 
Also Available for loan at ACOE, $5/3days.

http://shopgpn.com/

Seashore Surprises (Reading Rainbow Episode 88)

Product Code: 126.0088D

$25-30

DEMCO Library & School Supply

Eyewitness Series video about skelet ns as seen on PBS.

http://www.demco.com

Skeleton Eyewitness Video

WL17165460

$10-15

1512/2/2014 Price range is an estimate.  Vendors are independent and can change prices at any time.



Amazon.com

Wanda goes over the top when she converts the entire classrooom into a comfortable new home 
for her beloved pet frog, Bella. It's everything a frog could want ... or so Wanda thinks. However, 
when Bella jumps out an open window, Wanda learns to rethink her idea of what a frog needs. 
Join Ms. Frizzle and the gang in these fun videos based on the best-selling book series and 
top-rated PBS show. The Emmy award-winning animated videos cover science topics that are 
easily understood by youngsters. Kids First and Parent's Choice approved. From Scholastic. 30 
minute running time. Ages 4 and up.

Can borrow from 
Alameda County 
Office of Education for 
$5/3 days.  Need to 
set up an account. 
(510) 670-4157.

http://www.amazon.com/Magic-School-Bus-Hops-Home/dp/0590484133/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=

The Magic School Bus Hops Home

ISBN:  978-0590484138

$10-15

1612/2/2014 Price range is an estimate.  Vendors are independent and can change prices at any time.


